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William Lodge Paley, schoolmaster and top diarist 
Education was a privilege for the wealthy until the Church of England started National Schools to 
provide a basic education and promote good morals, and William was a schoolmaster at 
Giggleswick National School.  Settle’s National School was built on the site of Victoria Hall 
before moving to Upper Settle in 1853. Giggleswick Grammar School provided for those 
who could afford it but also for a proportion of the poor, funded by endowments.  

Here lie the remains of W L Paley who was Master of the National School Giggleswick for 
27 years. He was born at Walden, Wensleydale on 13th Jany 1785, died at Settle Novr 
16th 1847, aged 62 years 11 months E5 

William’s gravestone inscription gives little hint of the life of this rather eccentric 
man. William’s diaries were found and transcribed by Dr Charles William Buck (Old 
Graveyard) in the early 20th century and paint a fascinating picture of Settle life in 
the early 1800s [ph1]. William was born in 1785 to John Paley and Annas Lodge in Walden, a 
remote hamlet south of Aysgarth.   It seems he was not a good teacher, ‘the boys nick-named 
him Old Putty Legs’, and later he turned to selling books, travelling all around the region on 
foot;  Halton Gill and back in a day was quite common. He didn’t marry and lived as a lodger, 
mostly at the Black Horse in Giggleswick. His diaries have frequent complaints about fellow 
guests, especially when he was forced to share a room with them.  In no particular order: 

Aug 19 - Took supper with 10 tanners and shoemakers 
from near Ulverstone who had come for the Settle 
leather fair.  Mr Waller had only 6 of them staying so 
that I got to sleep in my own bed. 

Jul 15 - Drank sea water which acted well (for 
constipation). Coronation of George IV joined procession 
in Dalton Square where “God Save the King” was sung by 
children and the Corporation Band.  Proceeded to the 
Market Place but the crowd was so immense could never 
see 1/2 of it, nor can I describe it.  Bid all farewell and 
walked to Hornby Castle Inn but was much annoyed with 
the noise of drunken people and was awoke before 
daylight by awful storm and lightning. Was not so much 
afraid as I sometimes am. 

Feb 26 - the remains of Rev W Peart were interred with 
great pomp - Pall and supporters. The body in 3 coffins 
(?) upon a bier from Gisburn made for the late Lord 
Ribblesdale.  No ladies in the procession.  

June 1 - Took down a list of about 90 scholars who have 
not had the small or cow pox; think they will be 
inoculated by subscription (donations from the 
wealthy).  Mrs Bolland desired me to call on Dr Rogers to 
remunerate him.  

June 9 - Went to Settle Fair after 3, was chiefly with Mr 
Broader who is nervous with smell of Small Pox as he is 
not certain he ever had (it) so intends being inoculated 
tomorrow. Hope he will be preserved from having them 
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naturally as he is very fat and it might be dangerous. 

Aug 17 - Mob stopped weaving at Gargrave but were not 
allowed to enter Skipton.  Mr Garforth much hurt about 
head with stones.  The magistrates met and swore in 250 
special constables.  Saw John and Stephen Green who had 
been turned out of Gargrave Mill.  (The Luddite riots were 
protests against mechanisation in mills.) 

Aug 20 - J Charnley told me the mob stopt coach in Burnley, till soldiers beat them off. 

Sept 7 - Was surprised we had 91 scholars at Sunday school. 

July 18 - Attended church twice and had an unpleasant altercation with (scholar) H Ingham after 
and thought myself obliged to whip him which his rebellion increased manyfold.  

March 13 - A fox hunt and much intoxication in the neighbourhood — sad proof of depravity. 

Sept 22 - Heard (Rev’d) Ingram and Thompson at G’k Church and Henley in Meth Ch at night. I 
liked him better than the first time. 

March 12 - Taught all day to prevent the scholars attending the cock fight, on the sinfulness of 
the practice and our weak natures. Was sorry some of them did from perversity.  Was disturbed 
in bed by a rat and the noise 11 soldiers and 2 women made. 

Sep 27 - Pain very bad and met Dr Robinson on the road about having a tooth drawn. I had an 
instinctive fear of the operation. He could clearly see the farthest tooth was bad and it was 
painful as he had to go in my mouth so often.  There was a hole down the middle and it bled till 
I went to bed, but I enjoyed a good night’s repose. 

This account has been compiled as part of the Settle 
Graveyard Project which has recorded gravestone 
inscriptions, updated church records and researched the 
lives of those buried. Life stories can be found on 
dalescommunityarchives.org.uk, ‘settle graveyard 
project’.  The ‘Old Settle’ family tree on ancestry.co.uk 
includes the families buried in the graveyard. The 
project is ongoing and welcomes queries and information 
on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news and events 
are on the Facebook page ‘Settle Graveyard Project’. 

The life stories of people with italicised names have 
been researched as part of the graveyard project. 

ph1 — photo with the kind permission of the North 
Craven Buildings Preservation Trust 

Article below from Yorkshire Dales Review, Spring 2001 
kindly provided by David Spencer, a descendant.  
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