
Settle Graveyard Project

There are over 50 people with the surname Towler buried in the graveyard.   Many of these 
descend from families in Rathmell, including this man, William Towler.  

William Towler, his rather attractive governess and the White Horse 
William Towler was born in 1829 to George Towler and Agnes Wolfenden, Rathmell farmers.  His 
elder brother, John, was a self-proclaimed Professor of Languages who travelled Europe and the 
States, had three marriages (including two at the same time in different continents) and 
numerous children.   

In 1854 William was a coin dealer at Hollin Hall, near Rathmell and married Alice Holden, the 
daughter of Thomas Holden, a Rathmell land owner.  Alice gave him six children, but little Mary 
died at one day old. In 1856, William took over the licence of the White Horse from William 
Cork. By 1864 William had sufficient funds to move 
the family into Rock House on Castle Hill. William 
worked as a corn merchant, storing grain in the barn 
next door. He must have done well - William could 
afford to educate his sons at Giggleswick School.  
Alice died in 1864, at the birth of their daughter 
Emily Alice who also died.  So at the time of the 1871 
census William was a widower with three sons 
and a daughter, helped by a young Scottish 
governess Elizabeth Manson.   

In January 1869 there was a fire at Ellen 
Skirrow’s tallow chandler’s premises next to 
Rock House.  The fire was discovered by Stephen 
Dawson who was William Towler’s brother-in-
law, having married William’s sister Ann Towler.    
Stephen was working as a servant to William 
after his own farming business went bust due to 
the impact of the 1860s cattle plague.   

By the time of the 1881 next census, William was 
still a corn merchant at Rock House, but had a 
further three sons with his new wife Elizabeth, who had been the governess.  William died, in 
1887, after fathering yet another son. He is buried in Settle churchyard with his first wife Alice 
and the two daughters who died in infancy.  

In remembrance of Alice, wife of William Towler, Rock House, Settle who died Decr 
23rd 1864, aged 32 years. Also 2 of their children Mary Towler died June 30th 1857 
aged 1 day.  Emily Alice Towler died August 5th 1864 aged 6 months.  Also of the 
above William Towler who died... April 1887 aged 59 years E23 

William left a sizeable estate which may explain how the family could afford the 
grand gravestone amidst the other wealthy folk. The estate is likely to have gone 
to William’s children, leaving widow Elizabeth with relatively little.  Elizabeth 
took her remaining sons to Lancashire where she made a living as a music teacher. 
A daughter Jessie Elizabeth Manson lived with them — she was born in Stockport 18 months 
before Elizabeth married William and was brought up by a couple in Stockport (probably to avoid 
gossip in Settle). 
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William’s sons kept the corn business going together 
before going their separate ways [LSA]. 

In 1880 William and Alice’s eldest son, Joseph Towler 
had a bit of a lucky escape [1]. He used his expensive 
education to become landlord of the Hart’s Head in 
Giggleswick. He was described as an ‘Innkeeper and 
coindealer’ and  advertised in The Ribble-land.  Later 
he became a hotel manager in Leeds.  

William’s second son, Charles Edward 
Towler, tried his hand at several jobs 
including a draper and an auctioneer/
innkeeper at the Craven Inn [LSA] He 
lived at The Talbot Inn before marrying 
Mary Hodgson, the landlord’s daughter. 
In 1896 Charles went bankrupt, so left 
for Morecambe which appears to have 
been a destination for several of 
Settle’s bankrupts.  

William’s third son was Edwin Holden Towler, who stayed with the 
corn business [ph1].  Edwin married Annie Huthersall, whose 
parents had also previously run The Talbot Inn.  They had a 
son William Edwin who died in infancy, two daughters who 
became governesses and a further son, Edwin Holden Towler 
(Jnr).   Unfortunately, both Edwin (Snr) and Annie died in 
their mid 30s and are buried with infant William Edwin in the 
Old grave A74, next to Annie’s parents. Young Edwin was 
brought up by his Huthersall grandmother, married and worked as a clerk in Doncaster.  The next 
residents of Rock House were Robert Turner (see Johnson) and his wife Elizabeth, nee Huthersall 
- she was Annie’s sister. 

In Loving Memory of William Edwin son of Edwin and Annie Towler. Born August 31st 1887 died June 
14th 1888.  Also of the above Edwin Holden Towler Died July 25th 1897 aged 35 years.  Also of Annie 
wife of the above who died January 7th 1901 aged 36 years.  Peace Perfect Peace, Old A74 

During the 1880s and 1890s, William’s nephew, George Towler, ran a 
clothing business in the Market Place [LSA]. 
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This account has been compiled as part of the Settle Graveyard Project which has recorded 
gravestone inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those buried. Life 
stories can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk, ‘settle graveyard project’.  The ‘Old 
Settle’ family tree on ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project 
is ongoing and welcomes queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news 
and events are on the Facebook page ‘Settle Graveyard Project’. 

The life stories of people with italicised names have been researched as part of the graveyard 
project. 

Newspaper cuttings with the kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Lancaster 
Gazette,  

LSA - Lambert’s Settle Almanac, with the kind permission of the North Craven Buildings 
Preservation Trust 

ph1 — credit to Back in Settle facebook site 
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