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Susanna Constantine Robinson, & her servant Mary Blundell 
Susanna was born in 1791 in Chatburn, near Clitheroe, the daughter of 
Josias Robinson [ph1] and Susanna Dixon. Susanna was a spinster who made 
a comfortable living from the proceeds of invested inheritance in the large 
house just below Fern Hill at the top of Constitution Hill.  If she had 
married, all Susanna’s wealth would have then become her husband’s 
property which may have been a deterrent for her. She was in good 
company - there were several wealthy spinsters in Settle such as Margaret 
Bolland and the Jarry sisters.  

The Robinsons were a well known and successful Settle family. Most of the 
sons went to Oxbridge. Susanna’s brother William Robinson [ph1] was a JP 
for North Yorkshire and a banker in Settle. William had married Jane Peart, 
whose father Robert built Cragdale, which 
later became the police station on Duke 
Street.  

Their son, the Reverend John Robinson 
appreciated fine music.  In order to have a 
suitable and large performance venue for 
Settle Choral Society, William and John 
undertook the building of the Music Hall 
(now Victoria Hall) on Kirkgate in 1853.   It 
was built on the site of the old National 

School, so John also financed the building of the school in 
Upper Settle as a replacement. 

The Music Hall [ph2] was opened with a suitable pomp and 
celebration of course [1]. 

Initially the Music Hall provided for the elite of the town, 
but after financial difficulties became apparent began to 
offer performances which were ‘more likely than 
previously to attract the middle and lower classes’ [2].  
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Mary Lambert also descended from the Pearts - she 
became the first wife of Rev Hogarth John Swale.  

Susanna’s brother Dixon Robinson was a solicitor was 
appointed by Lord Montague as the 'Gentleman 
Steward of the Honor of Clitheroe’, a position whose 
residence and office was Clitheroe Castle.  Dixon was 
known as a generous man, supporting the development 

of local infrastructure and welfare services  — he paid for Chatburn church, and was a founding 
trustee for Blackburn Dispensary and Infirmary, Blackburn Police Force, Blackburn Gasworks and 
was the solicitor for the Bolton, Darwen, Blackburn and West Yorkshire Railway. Dixon famously 
‘donated 5 tons of best Clitheroe lime to Blackburn Council for whitewashing the dwellings of 
the poor & narrow alleys....to prevent the plague of epidemic disease’. During the cotton riots  
Dixon was a clerk to the magistrates, actively involved with keeping the peace, physically 
arresting rioters.  

The Robinson siblings each have a memorial window dedicated to them in Chatburn Church. It is 
perhaps surprising that Susanna was buried here at Holy Ascension church.  

Here lie the remains of Susanna Constantine Robinson only daughter of Josias and 
Susanna Robinson of Chatburn who died 19th Decr 1862 aged (71) years, E20  

Susanna’s servants were widow Mary Maria Blundell and her daughter Harriet 
who was born in Spain. Spain was in turmoil in the early 1800s, occupied by 
Napoleon until 1814, and then afflicted by numerous civil wars eventually 
bringing about the end of the monarchy. Mary Maria’s husband Thomas died in 
those wars. No wonder Settle seemed an attractive place.    

M (Mary Maria) Blundell.  Ob Nov 29, AD 1849, Age 66, B28 

The design of Mary’s gravestone is similar to that of Susanna’s - it’s likely that 
Susanna paid for Mary’s gravestone.  Harriet continued to work for Susanna 
Constantine Robinson after her mum died. After Susanna died in 1862, Harriet, 
perhaps with a legacy from her generous employer, 
moved to Darwen, Blackburn. When Harriet died in 1878 
she left her estate to the local hospital  [3]. 

Stephen Robinson, carrier 
In memory of Stephen Robinson, carrier of Settle who died December 1st 1856 aged 
59 years.  Also of Elizabeth his wife who died April 21st 1859 aged 62 years, B7  

Stephen was born in Rathmell in 1797. In 1820 he married Elizabeth Gill who 
came from Airton near Malham. Elizabeth could be a sister to Joseph Gill 
(Gifford) in the adjacent grave B6.  Stephen worked as a carrier all his life, 
living in the Back Stables, behind the Golden Lion.  Carriers drove horse-drawn 
carts  to transport goods, often employed by inns and the railway companies for 
local deliveries and collections of goods and parcels.  This is not an occupation 
which would usually provide sufficient finances for a gravestone.  

They had three daughters and a son who all moved to Lancashire towns to find work and have 
families after their death.   Son John worked as a house painter.  Daughter Nancy married John 
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Mason, a saw machinist. Daughter Jane married Francis Street who also worked as a carrier and 
then a cotton weaver.  

Daughter Mary chose an exceptionally successful husband, James Walton who would definitely 
have been able to pay for Stephen’s gravestone. They married in 1850 in Colne and had at least 
nine children.  The report of Mary’s funeral in 1901 gave us a hint of their achievements and 
character [3]. 

James was the eldest of at least ten children of John Walton, a millwright. After working as a 
millwright, during the 1860s James ‘founded the extensive cotton business of James Walton and 
sons’.  In fact James initially set up business with a younger brother Joshua Walton in Nelson. At 
the time of the 1861 census both James and Joshua were described as cotton manufacturers 
employing 78 weavers and 16 spinners.  Joshua and his family lived next door to James and Mary.  

  

  

 

By 1863 they were able to distribute dividends to shareholders 
[4].  It was a family business - brothers Luke, Mark and Ingham 
worked as overlookers (floor managers) at the mills, and 
brother-in-law Samuel Clegg worked as a book keeper for them.  

Records show that the Walton brothers ran several mills:  
Victoria Mills and Albert Mills in the centre of Nelson, 
Windlehurst Mill in Stockport, Summerville New Mill in Oldham 
and Barley Green Mill on the flanks of Pendle Hill.    James had 
bought Barley Green Mill in 1872 when the previous owner went bankrupt.  Unfortunately the 
mill suffered both a flood in 1880 and a fire.  In 1883 James’s business was liquidated and he had 
to sell up [3]. The sale details give an indication of the size of this mill.   
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As it transpired, the site was bought by a 
representative of the local council - the mill had 
been powered by water from Ogden Clough.  The 
Ogden Clough Reservoir soon occupied the site, 
providing water for the local area.    Coincidentally, 
the descendants of Henry Duncan Robinson also ran 
mills in the Barley area.  

James was 65, but the liquidation didn’t seem to be 
too much of a problem for James - he will have had 
contacts fingers in many pies.  

In 1897, a partnership between James, Joseph and 
another brother John was dissolved [3].   James died 
in 1900, aged 81, just a year before Mary.  Their son 
Albert carried on the business.  

James’s brother Joshua had a fabulous family tomb and gravestone [ph1].  

It wasn’t all good news for this family.  Brother Ingham Walton had a few problems.  He had an 
unsuccessful marriage and tried and failed at 
weaving. Then he tried and failed at innkeeping. 
Whilst working as an innkeeper he was fined five 
shillings for being drunk and disorderly.  In 1869 
he was declared bankrupt. He found employment 
in Liverpool police force, but was attacked by a 
gardener who accused Ingham of starting the 
fight. Perhaps it’s not surprising that he 
emigrated to Boston, USA, followed by brother 
Luke. 
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This account has been compiled as part of the Settle Graveyard Project which has recorded 
gravestone inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those buried. Life 
stories can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk, ‘settle graveyard project’.  The ‘Old 
Settle’ family tree on ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project 
is ongoing and welcomes queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news 
and events are on the Facebook page ‘Settle Graveyard Project’. 

The life stories of people with italicised names have been researched as part of the graveyard 
project 

Newspaper cuttings with the kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Leeds 
Intelligencer, 2 — Lancaster Gazette, 3 — Burnley Express, 4 — Burnley Advertiser 

ph1 — photo credited to the descendants of the family, ph2 — with kind permission of the Settle 
Amateur Operatic Society 
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