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The Hartleys at the Golden Lion [nn

The Golden Lion Inn, established in the reign of Charles Il, was, for many years, regarded as Settle’s
premier hostelry and coaching inn and is still operating over 350 years later. In 1826, innkeeper
Robert Hartley was a witness in the scandalous case of the abduction of Ellen Turner, whose
captor, Edward Gibbon Wakefield, exchanged horses at the Golden Lion and that’s a separate
story. After the excitement of the case subsided, life continued as normal back in the Golden Lion,
a hub of activity for socialising, business, meetings, auctions, and bankruptcy hearings.

As the best regarded coach house in the town, the Golden Lion hosted numerous significant
meetings attended by the landowners and gentlemen of the aristocracy. From 1820 until about
1858, meetings of The Oyster Club were held in the Golden Lion. Every fortnight a supper of
oysters and cheese, pie and ale was followed by lively debates for the gentlemen of the town. Very
nice. In 1825, local diarist William Lodge Paley reported that the tax commissioners were
appointing assessors whilst he had dinner at the Golden Lion ____ _._ ... . .

[WLP]. However, in January 1826 William Lodge Paley had to l,mi““l;‘}liﬂ(:,“y d ut Hartleys to pay for
complain to Robert Hartley because his parcel hadn’t been frieved they o chargnd 1o o e
delivered on the day it arrived — ‘it was shameful’! How ;‘t“‘l“,ﬁ‘;l‘l}:’“‘c’m“.ﬁgﬂ;‘:{:;‘ﬁg;{;}d}ﬁf“;ﬂl
standards are slipping! On the evening of 13th January 1830

the Golden Lion was used as a venue to take offers on ‘The Reversionary Interest in all that
romantic and picturesque plot, piece or parcel of land and rock, called Castleberg or Castleberg
Rock, now set out and used as a pleasure ground, subject to a lease thereof for 99 years, tab the
yearly reserved rent of 6d, about 52 years whereof are yet to come.” [B] The land below Castleberg
Rock was used as a leisure ground for most of the 19th century. On 17th February 1835 the Golden
Lion was chosen to be the venue for a meeting chaired by Rev Rowland Ingram, the Headmaster
of Giggleswick School, to discuss the matter of building a new church in Settle. Money was raised
by subscription and, as a result, Holy Ascension Church was consecrated on 26th October 1838,
the first new church built in the Craven district for over 300 years.

Historically, tithes were a form of taxation requiring one-tenth of the value of all agricultural
produce to be paid annually to the local church by land owners. In 1836 this system was reviewed
and the value of all land and properties was reassessed. Local valuers were appointed by the
landowners. It would be impossible for valuers to please everyone so well respected men would be
required! On the 22nd February 1844 at 12 o’clock the Golden Lion hosted the meetings to
appoint the valuers for Giggleswick, Settle and Rathmell. The tithe documents produced are an
excellent historical resource.

In February 1845 plans were afoot to build the Leeds to : o A Ay T
Lancaster railway line, passing by Settle. William Lodge Paley
attended a meeting at the Golden Lion, chaired by Mr
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Unfortunately William Clayton went out of business in 1849 and his business was put up for
auction, also at the Golden Lion.

Robert Hartley was born in 1778 in Skipton, the eldest son of John Hartley and Jane Johnson. In
1811 in Kirkby Lonsdale, Robert married Isabella Ruebottom/Rowbotham who came from Newby
Bridge in the South Lake District. Robert and Isabella stayed in Kirkby Lonsdale until 1817,
coinciding with the birth of their fourth son, Robert Hartley. They had seven sons and two
daughters, although the first daughter, one of two daughters named Jane Hartley, died in infancy.

It’s possible Robert and Isabella took over the Golden Lion from their arrival. Robert’s mother died
in Settle in 1818, aged 62 and his father ‘Old Mr Hartley’ in April 1829, aged 76 after a lengthy
iliness, apparently [WLP]. Less than a year later, Robert himself " Apei 52, 0ld Mr. Hartley at Golden

died, aged 51, a year after the birth of his youngest son Henry f&;{‘egj‘h’ﬁm” {';*gag:uh,fg"f,,;;"’;;f;
Septimus Hartley.

As the innkeeper’s widow it was quite acceptable for Isabella to continue to run the Golden Lion
and she did so for 35 years! She had a reputation as an excellent host. The Golden Lion became
the preferred venue for the North Ribblesdale Agricultural Society’s (NRAS) meetings and
celebrations. In typical 19th century newspaper speak, ‘Of the dinner itself it is impossible to speak
too highly . . .The tables were loaded with an abundance of everything that could be desired, all
served with the kindest care . . In alluding to these matters we n a child 1 ;.;-e;;;". 1

he pre-

hope the respected hostess, Mrs Hartley will not think we pay her otu& ﬂ?{},‘? la.p‘g'#: un xp.e‘iu'a'x',&'.
svening

admirable management a mere idle compliment’[1]. The chairman !ingency was nl--n mm tor. a4

Toom WAsS
of the NRAS was Walter Morrison, MP, who lived at Malham Tarn %l%."ug?: .?:,‘:g, ,,"ﬁ

. . tthe late
Hall when he was not in London. He was remembered as having a arrive with spare norses lo['the 1o
alx-mile uphill cl'mb 1o

. ‘ . : _  mountain home —the home whe
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climb to his beloved mountain home.’[5]

Isabella ran the Golden Lion whilst bringing up the eight children with the help of servants and
family. Isabella was the daughter of Thomas Ruebottom, another innkeeper in Newby Bridge.
Unfortunately Thomas’ business was taken into  ay e HOUSHOLD GOODS and FURKI.
administration in 1804 but the sale of his assets provided TURE, late of him the siid [homas| Rubottem|

cousisting of beds, bedsteads, and hangmgs, a

an interesting description of his lifestyle in Newby Bridge. good clock andwase, tables, chairs, a mangle, and
. a variety of kitchen aud ether furniture. Also, two
He had to sell beds, a good clock and furniture, two good neat Post Chaises, four excellent Horses and

. Harness, two good Cows, two Pigs, a quantity of

good, neat Post Chaises, four excellent horses and gm ﬁuleq,‘paum;:’ Hay, E,,,,,," M.nz.e,
. . . arts, Wheels, Ploughs, Harrows, and other Hus-

harness, two cows, two pigs, a variety of agricultural Bandry Geer ; akso,,a quantity of good HOPS, and

produce and a fine sailing boat [1]. a fine SAILING BOAT,

Isabella and her brothers Thomas and Roger Ruebottom were, therefore, had the experience to
run the Golden Lion. Brother Thomas died in Settle, aged 42, in 1832, and was buried in
Giggleswick graveyard in an unmarked plot. In census returns brother Roger, described as an
‘innkeeper’, lived next door to Isabella with his wife Isabella Dugdale from Malham who was
related to other Dugdales in Settle. In 1854 Roger ‘was examined as touching the accident’ (being a
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witness) of the fatal accident of a man called John | - oo, . . S—
InouUEsT.—On Friday at 4 o'clock in the Afternoon, an

i i i i i Inquest was held by Thomas Brown, Esg., the Coroner,and a
Steele who died after a breakmg his thlgh after belng J::?';?on“fhe godyyof Mr, John Sle:-l, at,lhc Joiners Arms’

i Settle; R. Rheubottom was examined as touching the accident
thrown from his horse and fly on the way back from | Setles R Rbeu oo s & . Eeqe, as to the cause of

! i i death, and rdict was brought in that he had died in
St Oswald’s Catholic Chapel in Lawkland fsc). That c:;mquzr;cezt;fvt;ez;ccident, by the oversetting of the carriage.

must have given Roger a few sleepless nights. Dr

Burrow had to certify Mr Steele’s death. That was not the end of horrific deaths for this family to
cope with. Wife Isabella (Dugdale) Ruebottom’s youngest sister, Alice Dugdale, remained a spinster
and worked in domestic service for many years. Tragically Alice had an awful death in March 1908,
‘accidentally burnt to death’ [LSA] in when she was 89. The coroner explained that her clothing,
which would probably included crinolines and a large voluminous skirt, was set on fire causing her
to be burned to death.

It seems Roger was an essential partner for his sister. When he died in 1865 Isabella, aged 73,
retired. She was presented with silver plate tea
and coffee services and cutlery by 72 of her [1apriev’s Tesriwonisr.—The testimonial Some timé

friends as a token of their respect and esteem. | HOECISCL 'S be st to Now Husloy, it oflh Lin
i on Tuesday tne dith ult:,  accompanied by the following

The subscribers requested that, upon her death %, te Ry i lly facibed on vellum tUhis testt.
the gift should pass to her fourth son, Robert wecnial of silver plate, cbhs'isning of ten pot, -coffee pot, sngar
! . basins, cream and milk * ¢wers, forks and .spoons, was pre-

Hartley, of the North Western Hotel in sented to. Mrs. Isabella.Rartley, late of the Lion Ilotel,
. . Sctile, by her fricnds, as a token of their respect and esteem,

Morecambe [sc]. Isabella died three years later in | wiih a xéguest that upon her death the same should descend
: . as an heirlvom (o her son, Mr. Robort Hartley, ofithe North

1868, aged 76 and was buried with Robert at syesiwern Hotel, - Morceambe,—1865.”"  Attached {o the

Giggleswick, right in front of the church. Robert’s 2ddress ase the names oL ke Bubiarigers, 72 i apler.
parents had died in Kirkby Lonsdale but were brought to Giggleswick, by Robert,
no doubt, for burial but without a memorial stone. It’s likely they were buried in *
the same plot.

In remembrance of Robert Hartley who died Feb 20 1830 aged 52 years. Also of <
Isabella Hartley widow of the above who died June 24 1868 aged 77 years.

(Robert was actually 51 and Isabella 76)

With all those children it is surprising that none of them took over the running of the Golden Lion.
The next two innkeepers were Thomas and Mary Wetherell and then Henry and Mary Armistead.
Towards the end of the 19th century the inn was sometimes known as Lion Hotel.

It seems fourth son Robert Hartley was the favourite and it was probably thought that he would
take over the Golden Lion. He worked for his mother at the Golden Lion as the ‘ostler’, looking
after the horses, so would have been very busy. But, in 1851, aged 34, Robert

married 18 year old Hannah Braithwaite Wilson, [ph6] the daughter of another
innkeeper, who had come to Settle from Kendal to work as a servant for
Isabella at the Golden Lion. They had three children although their two sons
died teenagers. Descendants of the
family describe Robert and Hannah
eloped to marry in Manchester
Cathedral and then set up business in

Morecambe. Isabella obviously forgave
them for this scandalous behaviour in
the end. Robert and Hannah’s choice of
hostelry was impressive. The North Western
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Hotel on Morecambe seafront had been built three years earlier, in 1848, by the North Western
Railway at the terminus for the Leeds to Lancaster ‘Little North Western’ railway. In those days the
hotel had two storeys and 40 bedrooms [ph5]. In 1871 the railway was taken over by the Midland
Railway and so the hotel became known as the Midland Hotel. It was replaced with the Art Deco
building we know today in 1932.

Robert and Hannah ran a good business providing
. SuppEN DEaTH OF Mx. HARTLEY, oF MoRECAMBE, —
for travellers and the local community. In 1857, ‘at  We regret to announce tbis geufleman dicd suddenly

. ou Friday. Mr.|Robert/Hartley,| who was extensivel
the house of Mr Robert Hartley’ an inquest was known as the late im%rle ot of the (formerly) N:retg

. . Western Hotel,[Morecambe,|along with his wife, wa
held into the death of thirteen men who drowned ;" " et visit' to Bowness, in tho enjoyment of bis

crossing Morecambe Bay between Ulverston and usual health, and on Wednesday last drove to Amble-
side and Grasmere, returning by steamboat from

Arnside[3]. Robert and Hannah extended their Waterhead to Bowness. Feelivg somewhat fatigned
) . . after the journey he retired to rest ab an early hour

property in 1865 and eventually retired in 1877. but some two hours afterwards on being visited by
Mrs. [ Hartley|she observed that he was suffering from

Robert died suddenly in 1884/2] whilst on a pain, and Dr, Dobson was aceordingly summoned.
steamboat travelling with Hannah from Waterhead

to Bowness in the Lake District. Being much younger, Hannah died 33 years later.

Robert and Isabella’s eldest son was John Johnson Hartley, named after Robert’s parents, born
soon after their wedding. In 1839, John married Mary Harger, the daughter of Joseph Harger, the
innkeeper of the Royal Oak in Settle. They had a successful business and story to tell so have their
own account.

- =

Meg. 4. T. HARTLEY |
1'¥iduow of thy Jae James Fluctley),

CoaL AND COKE MERCHANT,

EETTLE STATION.

Robert and Isabella’s fifth son, James Hartley and his wife/ " g,
widow Jane Tower Foxcroft were successful coal merchants.
They lived in Langcliffe but traded from Settle Station [LSA].
James [ph1, right], was one of the ‘Three Fishers’ with William
Capstick and Matthias Nowell. William Clark and Thomas
Altham wrote a satirical poem about the Three Fishers which
caused a bit of a stir amongst locals. James died in 1902, aged 83,
after 40 years in business, ‘the last survivor of the family of the
late Mrs Hartley, almost a century ago, and one of the most :
familiar and well known men

All Orders promptly atterded lo.

. . . DEATH OF MR. JAMBS HARTLEY.—0
in the district. Winter and saturday last, there rned away at his res
dence at Langchife, Mr. James Hartley, who

summer he was to be found for the last 40 years has carried on businews
“h ahex()ialb:enemhntlnt Bettle] The d ed,

i 4 i who ha n in failing health for some time,

at his O—ﬁ:lce in the Settle 'f“t:s );atal of ‘t‘.b Blo '-i:.hellnt lsurnvor
. ’ [} e family of t ate 5 tley, wh
Station.’[6] James and Jane iept the Golden Lion Hotel, Bittle] abmot o
. . . century ago, and was one of the most familiar

were buried in Langcliffe and best known men in the district. Winter
and summer he was to be found at his offtice at

churchyard but without a the Befile Btation) until very recently when he

memorial stone. %H‘%m"ﬁﬁwﬂ*m’mm i 4 VICTORIA COAL DEPOT

5 H, s' HARTbEY' @ ESTJRLIRHED OVRR 30 YEARS !

Annie’s sons Walter Hartley and l; CARTER, e — - —

Henry Septimus Hartley worked ramcorrer=.| | WALTER HARTLEY,
CARRIER TO AND FROM SETTLE. .. ) EETTLE STATION.

as coal merchants and carters in sGomaaarrearern e o
Langcliffe. Henry lived to the age
of 91.

SOLZ AGENT FOR

4 SILKSTONE
54 HAICH WOOR &
WALLSEHD COLLIERIES,

WALTE Nuimir,

" = Sll‘F«I)l:\h\)UOl'.\TIQSS FOR WAGOY LCADS )
Robert and Isabella’s son Joseph Hartley had the honour of being 4’0— —od
part of the very first wedding ceremony at Holy Ascension church on 12 December 1849. He
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married Susannah Hardacre from Long Preston. Joseph made a fortune as a cotton manufacturer
in Lancashire working in partnership with Francis James Gill, his brother-in-law, the husband of his
sister Jane Hartley.

Robert and Isabella’s youngest son, (another) Henry Septimus Hartley, took the bull by the horns
and joined several other young men from Settle, including Edward Duckett to make their fortunes

in the Australian Gold Rush. It seems Henry didn’t quite have
the success of Edward Duckett! Henry had an eventful life in
Bendigo, north of Melbourne in the State of Victoria. In 1867
Henry and two partners were taken to Melbourne Criminal
Sessions accused of maliciously setting fire to their own
business premises, the Belle Vue Hotel, with intent to
defraud. A good old fashioned insurance scam! This hearing
took weeks. In the end all three were found ‘Not Guilty’
[T1/2].  Immediately after the case was reported in the
newspapers, Henry sued the newspaper owners for
defamation of character and libel! [T1].

During the 1870s Henry found himself in court again, on
multiple occasions. In an ‘Interminable Lawsuit’ Henry was in

MELBOURNE CRIMINAXL
BESSIONS,

'—+-—

New Couar.—EBaturday, 18th M-,.—gnefau
hix Honour Mr, Justice Barry,)
THEDAYLESFORIFARSON CASE,
FourTm Davy,

George Pattercon, Henry Septtrmua Hartley,
nud George Carrigham srswered to their bail on
a churge of having, an ths 27th Noveraber, 1800,
unlawfully, feloniously, sud mellclously eet fire
to1hs Belle YVue hotel, sliuated at the corner of
Sianbridge and Queensierry stegets, Daylesford,
with Intent to defraud,

AN INPERMINABLE LAIFSTIT.

I'he differcub local eourts of lnw Liave been
during the Jast fiftecu months partly oceupied
by the hearing of 2 dispnte between tivo miners
—JPeterr Morrfson mmd [eury Scptimus artley
—=over & blogk of grogud on the Brituymin lne

) ) ) . . of recf, Gulden Gally,  “Ihe graund in dispute,
dispute with a miner, Peter Morrison, about the ownership ’ “

of a block of valuable land. Over the months the dispute had involved
various assaults and court decrees. The case had been in both the
Court of Mines and the Warden’s Court on 15 occasions each, and

FIn Lovino Memory OR
‘s2l: Our Dman FATHER

ENRY S.HARTLEY | §

_ . FlagHENR *
then a Supreme Court. It’s not clear if or how it was resolved! [T1] F oo o2 sxemison acx o7 |
3 - fELIZABETH HARTLEY;
F “iniEp 31 JAN.ID27 Ack 80.

In 1864 Henry married Bridgetina Elizabeth Kirby from Limerick, - = e »Fé
Ireland. She had gone to Australia with her mother after her father f" G A S
died. Henry and Bridgetina Elizabeth had three sons and five

daughters and were buried with an infant daughter and a fine memorial stone [ph7].

..J[‘...

This account has been compiled by Sarah Lister as part of the Settle Graveyard Project which has
recorded gravestone inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those buried. It has
been written in good faith with no offence intended. If | have inadvertently included errors or breached
any copyright | apologise and would welcome corrections.

The life stories of people with italicised names have been researched as part of the graveyard project
and can be found on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk/settle graveyard project. The ‘Old Settle’ family
tree on ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project is ongoing and welcomes
queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news and events are on the Facebook page
‘Settle Graveyard Project’.

A — An appreciation of Settle, Settle and District Civil Society, 1973
B — Thomas Brayshaw - Local fragments

Newspaper cutting with the kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Lancaster Gazette, 2
— Kendal Mercury, 3 — Westmorland Gazette, 5 — Bradford Observer, 6 — Lancaster Standard, 7 —
Lancaster Guardian, Australian newspaper cuttings credited to Trove.nla.gov.au, T1 — Bendigo Advertiser,
T2 — Melbourne Herald.

SC — Settle Chronicle, LSA - Lambert’s Settle Almanac, WLP — the diaries of William Lodge Paley both
with the kind permission of the North Craven Buildings Preservation Trust
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ph1 — photo with kind permission of the North Craven Buildings Preservation Trust, ph2 — kindly provided
by John Reid, ph3 — with thanks to descendants Allan Gould and Paul Wiltshire, ph4 — credited to the
Back in Settle Facebook site, ph5 — credited to Midlandhotel.org, ph6 — credited to descendants of the
family via Ancestry.co.uk, username th_browné6, ph7 — credited to findagrave.com, ph8 — credited to
happyvalley.org.uk, ph9 — credited to artuk.org, ph10 — credited to Wikipedia
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