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Thomas Hardacre, draper, the first churchwarden (and bankrupt) 
Thomas Hardacre, born in 1803, was the eldest son of Turner Hardacre and 
Elizabeth Dodgson. Turner was a successful Settle businessman, and a 'tax 
assessor’ in the town. Turner died, aged just 40, in 1815. In 1834 Thomas married 
Sarah Littlewood from Birmingham and they had two daughters and two sons. 
The daughters survived but the sons died in infancy - George in 1844, and Charlie 
in 1853. Sarah died at the birth of Charlie when she was 44 and they are all 
buried together in the same grave. 

C23 In memorial of Sarah Hardacre Obit 22nd February AD 1853, AET 44 

In April 1839 Thomas became the first ‘vicar’s churchwarden’ of Holy Ascension Church and 
remained in post until February 1844.  His retirement may have been linked to son George’s 
death. Like his dad, Thomas was a successful business man.  In 1844 he owned several properties 
on Castle Hill and in the Market Place backing onto Castle Hill where his drapery business was 
located.  

Unfortunately the death of Sarah and the children 
seems to have affected business. In 1857 Thomas 
applied for bankruptcy due to the depreciation of his 
property. Mr Commissioner made a point of Thomas’ 
good character [1].   As a result, Thomas sold his 
property to John Johnson Hartley [SC]. 

Two years later, aged 56, Thomas married 36 
year old Eliza Josine Robinson who was the 
daughter of the Settle surgeon Thomas 
Robinson and cousin to the church verger 
William Perkin. In July 1860, Thomas Hardacre 
advertised that he was giving up business [SC] 

In the 1861 census he was still working as a 
linen draper in the Market Place in Settle, 
perhaps selling off the remains of his stock. 
Thomas may well have rented his rooms from 
Mr Hartley. Thomas’ two remaining (adult) 
daughters were boarding with aunts in Leeds. 

It appears that Thomas may have attempted 
entrepreneurial success by taking over the 
castleberg leisure park underneath Castleberg 
Rock [SC]. 

During the 1860s, Thomas and Eliza moved to 
Liverpool to try their luck but Thomas died 
there in 1867, leaving an estate of under £100.    
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In 1871 Eliza was ‘housekeeper’ to her elderly uncle and retired surgeon John Marshall in the 
incredibly imposing Wray House in Wray.  When Eliza died in 1876, she left an amazing £30,000 
which would be worth several million today.  How is this possible?  Well, Eliza was from a 
wealthy family. Her widowed mum and aged uncle John died earlier in the 1870s and may well 
have left her a legacy.  

What happened to the daughters? Emily died a wealthy spinster in Derbyshire in 1906. Poor Lucy 
married an insurance agent but died at the birth of her first child in 1873.  

 

This account has been compiled as part of the 
Settle Graveyard Project.  The project has 
recorded gravestone inscriptions, updated church 
records and researched the lives of those buried.  
The ‘Old Settle’ family tree on ancestry.co.uk 
includes all the families buried in the graveyard. 
The project is ongoing, and always welcomes 
queries, information and family knowledge on 
settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news and events 
are on the Facebook page Settle Graveyard 
Project. 

The life stories of people with italicised names 
have been researched as part of the graveyard 
project. 

Newspaper cuttings with the kind permission of the 
British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Leeds Mercury 

SC — Settle Chronicle, with the kind permission of 
the North Craven Buildings Preservation Trust 
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