Settle Graveyard Project

David Hall Dale, the farmer taking on the railways

Skipton born David Hall Dale married Isabella Green in 1830, and began their family of ten.

David farmed at Paley Green until 1842 and then
moved to Cleatop Farm just outside Settle. This
was a large farm of 370 acres, all rented from
Reverend Hogarth Swale of Holy Ascension.
David won many awards in numerous livestock
categories at the Agricultural Shows. David was
a manager of the Craven Savings Bank in 1871
along with several other men of Settle who are
buried nearby [1].

The Leeds to Lancaster line and, later, the very
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start of the Settle to Carlisle line ran through David’s farm. Reverend Swale may have invested
in these railways and so would have received compensation for the use of his land. David may
not have been quite as enthusiastic - the building of the railway would have been incredibly

disruptive to his farming business. Obviously,
the stations would assist in taking produce to
the market in the end.

In 1848, David took action against the North
Western Railway who were building the Leeds
to Lancaster line. He claimed the fence they
used was insufficient to contain his sheep and
cows. The court agreed with him and made
the railway build a new fence within a month!
- a very expensive case for the railway [2].

It’s no surprise that David was well respected
by colleagues. In 1866, he was the chair of a
ratepayers’ meeting to tackle Cattle Plague

Esq., of Lancastor, on behalf of the Railway Company.—Dav id
Hall Dale, being amorn, said that the fence was post and wire,
the su.all posts being about three yards from each other, and the
main unes abuut 148 yards. The horizontal wircs were aboul
cight inches apart, and are very clastic.  Has had sheep gone
through many times, and cows over. The tup wire is suffictently

wndred landuowngrs in Scotland have thic fence. After a
engthy deliberation the wagistrates d=cided that it was not a
uflicicnt fenee ; and the order of the court was, /haé o wo.d
‘ence of 4 fecl Gin. Migh, aud five bars Gin. aparl, be ctccted by the
:omnpany, and coinplcted within a month., This decision will
sc scriously fult by the railway company, as it is understood
‘hey bave pruvided material for fencing the whole of their liue.
It 1s estimated that their loss in consequence will not be less
‘han cight or ten thousard pounds.— Lancaster Guardian.

which eventually killed 260 cattle in the area [3].
This was a difficult but important job. Just as NOW,  setfic, ou Fridny, Mr. David Hall Dale in tho chair, to
the strategy to eliminate Cattle Plague was to kill seleot n vesident ratopayer to ho recommended to this Court
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of Quartar Sessious for appointment as cattle valuor for the

all the animals -ln ]nfected areaS, and farmers towuship, Mr. Johnl?nrkcr,oi Uppet Sottte, wad uaani-

received some compensation when animals died.

mouslv asraed upon.

There were numerous court cases against farmers

flouting the rules.

C22 In loving remembrance of David Hall Dale of Cleatop born at Skipton Sep 9th 1802
died Dec 24th 1871. Isabella Dale widow of the above born March 2nd 1805 died
January 11th 1876. Charles Dale MB their son born March 1st 1845 died at Keighley

Dec 4th 1869

David’s intricately carved gravestone was inscribed by the talented stonemason

Kildwick Robert Tillotson, and is positioned in a

prime spot in the graveyard, behind the altar. Son  Keighley.—On the 4th inst., d “and sincerely
Charles had just qualified as a doctor when he was :8’“‘"‘" Clh"‘“. Dale, Esq., M..C.M. He bad just

practice as surgeon, in Keighley when ho

killed by a fever, aged just 24 in 1869 [1]. Medical was seized with a fever rxevaihnginﬂmtown, and ab

qualifications didn’t help in this case.

the early of 24 was to his reat.
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Two of David and Isabella’s other sons had slightly

underwhelming careers as travelling drapers. CLEATOP., SETTLE.
Others became a lead merchant, a coal merchant, Mr. Cowburn)

a bookkeeper and son Edward emigrated tO  ggg received instructions from Mr. J. H. Dale, to
Argentina. Just one son, Thomas, remained in SELL BY L%ION.GE:‘M.M

farming but died aged 35. Daughter Isabella
remained single, and Margaret married a lead
merchant. Son John Henry, the coal merchant,
sold the property in 1876 [CH].
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This account has been compiled as part of the Settle Graveyard Project. The project has
recorded gravestone inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those
buried. The ‘Old Settle’ family tree on ancestry.com includes all the families buried in the
graveyard. The project is ongoing, and always welcomes queries, information and family
knowledge on setteresearch@gmail.com. Latest news and events are on the Facebook page
Settle Graveyard Project.

The life stories of people with italicised names have been researched as part of the graveyard
project.

Newspaper cuttings with the kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Lancaster
Gazette, 2 — Blackburn Standard, 3 — Leeds Mercury

CH - with the kind permission of the Craven Herald and Pioneer
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