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Arthur Brewin, assistant master at Giggleswick School 
E25 Frank and Guy twin sons of Arthur and (Mary) Brewin, . . buried 10 August 1874  
IHS.  [IHS - the first three letters in the Greek name for Jesus.] 

Frank and Guy Brewin were the twin sons of Arthur Brewin, a Middlesex gardener’s 
son and his wife Mary Mossop, the daughter of Moses Mossop, a landed proprietor 
from St Bees, Cumbria.  They came to Giggleswick straight after marrying in 1861 
and lived at Bankwell. Arthur worked as an assistant master at Giggleswick School for 35 years. 
This was a privileged position and he was able to give his four other sons a good education.  

In 1865 Arthur, aged 33, had a photo taken at the Horner Studios [ph1]. Arthur was a talented 
performer and musician, often in a double act with George Stansfeld (Jnr) until George left the 

area in the 1860s.  [SC, CH]. 

In 1877, Arthur was presented with a tea service and 
a purse containing 56 guineas as a thank you for his 
generosity and amusing entertainment over the 
years. [1] Arthur was a choirmaster at Holy Ascension 
Church. Vestry records of 1893 tell us ‘the Church choir, assisted by a number of ladies 
attended the Northern Diocese Choral Festival in York Minster. The bellringers had gone to 
Scarborough for their outing. In particular thanks to Mr Brewin without whose careful training 
such excellent results could not be attained.’  Arthur was mentioned in several ‘reminiscences 
‘of Settle in the 1920s [CH]. 
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Mr Arthur Brewin Esq, Se2le 1865, photograph by the 
Horner Studio.  Horner CollecCon©NCBPT (CC-BY 4.0)
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Mary died in 1895, aged 59. Arthur retired to Eskdale in the southern Lake 
District. He died there, aged 75, but was brought back to Giggleswick for burial 
with Mary. The gravestone is similar in style to that of the twins and also 
commemorated their other children.  

Mary Brewin born April 21st 1836 died May 1st 1895. Arthur Brewin her husband 
born June 21st 1832 died June 23rd 1907.  And in memory of their children 
Clement, John, Arthur, Lancelot, Madge and Bertram. 

Arthur’s surviving sons were well educated at Oxford and moved in high circles, as did his 
daughter.  Son Clement became a vicar, with a stint at Long Preston. The other sons became 
military officers and lived all around the world. Daughter Helena Margaret (Madge) became a 
military nurse and settled in South Africa.   Not bad for a gardener’s son. 

This account has been compiled as part of the Settle Graveyard Project which has recorded gravestone 
inscriptions, updated church records and researched the lives of those buried. Life stories can be found 
on dalescommunityarchives.org.uk, ‘settle graveyard project’.  The ‘Old Settle’ family tree on 
ancestry.co.uk includes the families buried in the graveyard. The project is ongoing and welcomes 
queries and information on settleresearch@gmail.com. Latest news and events are on the Facebook page 
‘Settle Graveyard Project’. 

Newspaper cuttings with kind permission of the British Newspaper Archives: 1 — Lancaster Gazette 

ph1 — Image 2022.1.68.112 from the Horner Photographic Studio Collection provided courtesy of the 
Museum of North Craven Life 

CH - with kind permission of the Craven Herald and Pioneer 

SC — Settle Chronicle, with kind permission of the North Craven Buildings Preservation Trust 

settleresearch@gmail.com

 

Images from the Horner CollecCon are licensed under a CreaCve Commons A2ribuCon 4.0 
InternaConal License.
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