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National Parks - Good for the
Environment, Good for Business

National Parks have too often had to put up with
criticism by a small minority of usually well-heeled und
vocal detractors., thar the existence of tough planning
development control regimes is bad for business and

had for jobs.

Further confirmation that nothing could be further from
the truth comes in an excellent new study undertaken
by the Council for National Parks - Prosperity and
Protection which huas examined business activity in
vorkshire & the Humber's three National Parks — the
Yorkshire Dales, the North York Moors and part of the

Peak District.

In fact compared with other parts of the Region, the
National Parks actually have a slightly higher rate of
cconomic activity, and lower unemployment rate — with
a high proportion of self—employed people. National
Parks are clearly good places for small businesses.

But based on survevs within the three Nutional Parks.
husinesses generite a massive £1.8 billion in sales into
the local economy. and generate just over 34.000 jobs,
with a Gross Value of added economic impact to the

Region ol L3760 million,

No less than 630 of this business activity depends.
directly or indirectlv. on the quality of the environment.
20M of Nutional Park businesses report they would be
“seriously affected” by any deterioration in

environmental quality. Nearly two thirds believe that

hizh landscape quality helps their business, and half
believe that actual landscape designation has had a

e sitive i]]]l'i.ln'[.

A ovou nught expect, Tourism is the lurgest single
source of emplovment. part of a vibrant £1 billion
Pusiness i our Region. A total of 23.7 million visitor
divs per annum are spent in the National Parks - 12,1

million diy visits, but even more important (hecause

sty g visitors spend morey 1A million tourist
cnvernights, with a direct spend of 660 million. or 2600
i local dav visits withun the Region are excluded.
shehthv more negative is the fact thar house prices are

higher within National Park boundarics than outside, an
incvitable consequence of limiting development in a
high quality environment. This underlines the urgent
need for affordable homes for local working families,
including more rented accommodation. On the other
hund there are o greater proportion of skilled workers
and peaple in higher level professional  occupations,
which suggests areas like the Yorkshire Dales are a
huge magnet for economically active, mobile people.
This includes National Park staff, as well as other
conservation bodies, many with voung familics, who
contribute significantly to the local economy. though
increasingly junior staff also have to find 2 home in 2
newrby town outside the National Park,

Important as this study is to kill the myvth that protecting
beauty destrovs jobs, there is always a cavear. Nog
evervone in the Dales is fortunate enough to run their
own business or have a generous index-linked pension
or salary, Many hill farm incomes remain depressed.
Many tourism jobs pay litle above the legal minimum.
Many public sector workers — teachers, nurses, bus
drivers, social workers don’t have the income 1o live in
the Da
towns into the Dales to provic

es and need to freverse commute” from nearby

¢ essential services 1o
support Dales communities. Astronomic house prices
and threatened major cuts to public transport could
transform National Parks into no-go arcas for some of
the very people - the voung, poorer tamilies, ethnic
minoritics. older people on basic pensions - who could
maost benelit from the beauty, tranquillity, open spatce,
health giving fresh air and rich cultural heritage that
protected landscapes such as the Yorkshire Dales
National Park and Nidderdale AONDB can bring 1o

otherwise restricted lives

Mavbe we need 1o ensure. as CNP's own excellent
Mosaic Project, the Nutional Park’s Outreach work, and
Millennium Trust's Learning in Limestone Country
demonstrate, that our prosperous National Parks are
truly for everyone, not just those fortunate enough o be
hoth atfluent and mabile,

Colin Speakman
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The Campaign to Protect Rural
England - Tranquillity in the

Countryside —

A Wake Up Call for the Government

IU's official — if you are seeking peace and quicet in
England and Wales. head either for Northumberland,
North Yorkshire, Cumbria or the Forest of Bowland. The
Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE). concerned at
ever-more intrusive manmade noise and the various
structures threatening tranquillity, “one of the
countryside’s most precious gifts,” has devised a useful
system of measuring this atribute, with the help of
geographers and computer modellers at Newcastle and
Northumbria Universities. The entire land was divided
into 500 by 300 metre squares, scored for tranquillity
according to a balance of positive and negative factors,
and then colour coded accordingly.

CPRE has produced an eye catching map of England
and Wales in bold colours high-lighting the country's
most tranquil areas, obtained by monitors measuring
sound., people’s perceptions of tranquillity and the effect
of the landscape. Green is used for the most peaceful
areas, blending into amber yellow and finally into red
for the least tranquil areas. There are some surprises, as
major cities like London, Birmingham and the
Manchester-Liverpool conurbation. not noted for their
calm and serenity with their highly populated areas,
nevertheless have “quieter corridors and patches.”
Greater London, Surrey and Hertfordshire and even
Cheshire are not recommended for those who find noise
at all stresstul.

Tranquillity's top five elements. according to the survey
on countryside visitors used for the map. were a natural
landscape, birdsong, the ability to experience peace and
quict, woodland and sceing the stars. The biggest
negatives were constant traffic noise, seeing and hearing
lots of people. urban development and light pollution.
CPRE's muain thrust was that we need the peace and
serenity found in a number of rural areas for both our
mental and physical well-being. with the added bonus
that visitor spend will often help the rural economy
substantially. According to a recent government survey.,
9% of people visit the countryside in scarch of
trangquillity.

But threats to that tranquillity are ever-aceelerating, New
buildings and infrastructures cover green field areas by
an increase of 27 s miles cach year. New housing
consumes more countryside than any other kind of
development. In Yorkshire & the THumber alone. during,
2005 0. construction began on over 16, 000 new homes,

Government traltic and transport forecasts predict

massive increases; nationally traffic levels are likely wo
increase by 3190 between 2000 and 2015, if current
trends continue. There is a similar picture regarding
roads with government plans to fund at least 18 road
schemes in the region over the next decade, In the field
of aviation, the Government's 2003 Aviation White
Paper suggests once agiin a massive increase in air
travel and associated development. It supports for
example, additional terminal capacity and a runway
extension at Leeds Bradford Airport, which is forecast to
grow to around 7 million passengers a vear. Light
pollution is also on the increase. with Yorkshire & the
Humber having only 11% of its truly dark skies left.
Finally. there is concern for the resources necessary 1o
maintain and which protects and enhances that
experience of ranquillity. as much of farmers’ landscape
management work is at the moment uncompensated.
but is worth £&112 million a vear as unpaid labour.

Hilury Fenton, Chairman of CPRE Craven, though
wirmly welcoming the report, comments, “1 am
somewhat surprised that climate change. an over- riding
factor which will shape our future landscape. is not

included in the survey,”

Tellingly a CPRE report identified the largest remaining
arcas of “deep. unfragmented tranquil countryside in
England.” as "mostly in National Parks.” Gary Smith
Head of Conservation and Policy with the YDNPA said.
“This research shows that it is getting harder and harder
to find places where people can really escape from the
stresses and strains of modern life and experience the
remoteness, solitude and sheer beauty of our
countryside.” In Ocrober 2006 the Yorkshire Dales
Society in their National Park Societies” Conference.
high-lighted the wavs the various National Park
Societies and organisations like CPRE. the Yorkshire
Dales National Park and the Yorkshire Dales Millennium
Trust, could all work together for common aims and

initiatives, urging the Government 1o ke action when
appropriate, and putting pressure on locul authorities 1o

wlp us sustain those special places. CPRE's Tranquillity
Map could therefore be a protoundly usctul
campiigning tool,




60 Years of Environmental Education
in the Dales - The Field Studies Centre

at Malham Tarn

{ The Director of Matham Tarn Field Studies Centre.
Adrictn Pickles. gives a brief introdiection to the Centre
cited mentions some bighlights for the Centre’s
Jorthcoming 60th Jubilee. )

Seven vears before the start of the Yorkshire Dales
National Park an intrepid family swapped life in
Shrewsbury for a new life on Malham Moor. Mr and Mrs
Paul Holmes plus children arrived at Tarn House in
March 1947 to open a Field Centre as part of the
Council for the Promotion of Field Studies (CFPS).
Three weeks later the first party of school children
came 1o learn abut the natural world at first hand. Since
then the CFPS has evolved into the Field Studies
Council (FSC) and Malham Tarn Field Centre has
established a worldwide reputation as a major centre for
cducation and rescarch. Each vear over 3.500 school or
university students plus adult leisure learners from all
over the country and abroad auend residential courses
at the Centre.

The Centre buildings form an impressive landmark on
the north side of Malham Tarn; thev have been leased
by the FSC from the National Trust since the Centre
opened. The original buildings date from the late 17005
when Thomas Lister huilt a country retreat for his family
on the site of a post relormution farmhouse. Thomas
Lister also built a dam across the Tarn increasing the
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variens of coological habitus available for study by
miodern dav visnors, From 1860 1o 1920 Walier Morrison
added 1o the buildhings as o varicety of interesting people
inclucding Thomas Hughes, Charles Kingsley, John Stuart
Vil aned John Ruskin came 1o visit and discuss issues of
the iy Although there have been no additions, the
Fiold Contre has seen change and development of the
eavasting buildings: the inest was the returbishment ol

the Hhigh siables comples in the e 19905

Che corrent Head of Centre is Adrian Pickles swho Teft a
schood e Shropshoree o bring his fanily to the Dales in
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December 2000, Between 1947 and the modern day

Centre staff have come from a wide range of

hackgrounds and places, some local and others from
Sixth Form Students from London walbing up Chapel Fell to seample

sails, Febrienry 2004.
Below left: Tearn Howse in sunshine, July 1995,

further afield or even abroad. Tt has truditionally: been
easier to find wtors than domestic sl The first

warden, Paul Holmes, is still remembered in the area
although he died in a tragic car crash in 19604, His
suceessors left to work on a range of interesting tasks
with organisations such as the National Trust for
scotland, the Council for National Parks or 1o
entomological research work at Cambridge University.
Henry Disney was a founder member of the Yorkshire
Dales Society. Other staff and students have gone on to
achieve prominence in a number of research fields
across ecology, conservation and geography. Muny have
staved in the Dales after leaving the Centre. What
happened to many stall and visitors alter they came to
the Tarn is a mystery, although passers by on the
Pennine Way frequently pop in to recall their time here

with interesting stories and anecdotes,

S0 2007 will be the sixticth anniversary of Malham Tarn
Field Centre. To recognise this o number of events are
due 1o take place which will celebrate and
commemaorate the work of the Centre - Malhamdale
Local History Group are focussing on Walter Morrison
for the vear, the Yorkshire Naturalists” Union aare
planning to publish @ volume on the Malham Tarn area
and the Fifth Malham Tarn Research Seminar will e
held in November, In March o special alternoon ea
party will be held thar will allow many people 1o come
and reminisce. and shuare teir memaorics of o special

centre i a special place,

The Shanties of Ribblehead

Al g cost of £2,200.000, probably well over £500
millions in todav’s money, the Seule-Carlisle line
opened for passenger tallic in 1876, The last major
raibway to be created by a huge labour force with over
0.000 men employved at its peak. its 72 miles of wack
became a fast route 1o the Scottish border. During its
construction. muany onlookers were impressed with the
scale of its great viaducats surrounded by intricate
scaffolding, and also by the nearby shanty towns with
their evocative names such as Batty Moss and Jericho,
Ihcmgh the scale ol the project also accounted Tor large
numbers of cusualties during its construction as well as
the numbers of others who succumbed fatally 1o
outbreaks of epidemics such as smallpox from the
insanitary conditions.

Philippa Troutman. Ribblehead-based artist and
printmutker, after fairly intensive research, wias inspired
both by the towering achievement of the line itself, and
its human dimension: particularh by the stories of the
navvies and their familics, to eredate images connected
with the Shanty Towns of Ribblehead. The recent
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exhibition of Philippa’s work at the Folly in Settle.
focused on a series of prints and drawings with
additional texts so that there is often an added
poignancy. A framed print of part of a marringe register
high-lights a couple who cach sign their names
unevenly with just a cross. This image in wrn becomes
a highly effective and touching logo for some of the
additional artefacts available.

Tunnels. brickworks, arches, tramways, viaducts,
children of the shanty towns, and even the missionuaries
who endeavoured 1o restrain and preach to g somewhat
lawless population. are imaginatively and vividly
captured. using a varicry of etching techniques.
including copper dryvpoint. etchings on zine. drypoint
with chine colle, screen printing and photo etching,

By using extracts such as those below which are initially
atelling wibute to the skills of the navvies as well as a
reminder of the difficult conditions they endured, and
where boredom and exhaustion made heavy drinking
endemic = they help us empathise with the workforee
and their dependants in this extraordinany project,

“...The heaviest work and the heaviest men were on
the moor near the unnel. among them the best 2 gungs
in all England. each 25 strong. All were English, all
WOTC plecenmen, Iltc.'_\' had no AANYZOTS, and all they
needed was an engineer to check their levels and
measure their work once a fortnight, All lived in Jericho
- two lines of huts, grubbed by pigs. with a solitary puby
in a rock roofed. semi-subterrancan hole.”

Naveymeir by D, Sullivan 1983,

A vivid verbal description of one individual in particular

is unforgettable.

e gigantic nivvy in a huge moleskin monkey
iacket, with a round bundle on his back about to quit
this happy vallev. . he had begun drinking on Saturday
and had seduloush pursucd that walk of life ever since,
having drunk all his wages, o Whitney Pea jacket with
mother-0'- pearl buttons, six flannel shirts, two white
linen ditto, sundrny pairs of stockings. a pair of boots.
and a silver watch with a gilt chain.”

Our fron Roaed by ES. Williams 1885

Philippa Troutman's ctching of the Tramway conveys d
wonderful sense of speed, with the harsh ruther jagged
lines sugaesting some of the effort invoh ed in digging
in that inhospitable bleak werrain, while the use of text
incorporated into the picture which details some of the
technical aspects of the work, suggests the fusion of the

cerehral and the physieal.

Another etching of Children conveys with great delicacy

two of the shanny children clinging 1o cach other. then
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bright eves unfathomably staring out of the scene as if
wondering what their future might be.

While the effort involved in earth-moving and the
ingenuity used in overcoming obstacles is conveyed in
the following passage on the role the Horses plaved,
while Philippa’s small-scale image of a horse. makes us
wonder all the more at the stamina of these creatures in
relation to their relatively small stature.

oo A huge barrel. over which was a light cart-body and
shafts, so arranged thart as the horse pulled. the barrel
would tarn round undernceath like a giant garden roller.

We used o fill i owith victuals, or clothes, or bricks, to
send 1o the men at work on the line. across bogs where

DALES HERITAGE GOES LIVE

The Dales Heritage Forum now has a database of most organizations in the Dales - statutory, voluntary and private

concerncd with the interpretation and celebration of the many different facets of the special heritage of the
Yorkshire Dales — the natural heritage, the historic environment and the social and cultural heritage. This
information is now available via a new website — www.vorkshiredalesheritage.org.uk

Developed by the Yorkshire Dales Society on behalf of the Forum, and jointly hosted in partnership with the
Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust, the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority, Nidderdale JAC, Craven District |
Council and Richmondshire District Council. the site is intended to be both a public information directory and a
means of communicaiion between organizations like the Yorkshire Dales Society which share a common love and
concern for the heritage of the Dales. The site is still evolving and it is likely that there will stll be many gaps. so |
il an organization vou are involved with is missing or any details are wrong or out of date. let us know as soon as
vou can at info@yds.org.ak and we will ensure the information is updated as soon as we can.

(]

no wheels could go, 've often seen .. ..three horses ina
row pulling at that concern over the moss till they sunk
up to their middle, and had to be drawn out one at o
time by their necks to save their lives.

The Miclernd Reilweny: Its Rise and Progress F.S. Williauns
1875.

Much less is known about the womenfolk and their
families in the shanty towns. If their hushand died or
deserted. the woman and children could be driven from
their squalid hut 1o make their way as they could: again
there must have been many casualies. Another haunting
image is a framed phrase from o register of deaths of
"AWoman Unknown™ where there are no details
whatsoever of her age or manner of death, and the stark
entry is used in place of 4 name.

The Shenties of Ribbiebead exhibition is expected to be
on view in Skipton during May, with details hopetully in
the next YDS Review, and there is a plan. as vet only in
the carly stages. of making the exhibition available at
other places along the Settle-Carlisle line in the future.
This inspiring exhibition is well worth o visit for anyonce
who loves the railways, the history, the people who
helped to create the Yorkshire Dales.

Fleur Spealknran

Key Issues at the National Park
Societies’ Conference at Scargill House,
Kettlewell — Working Together

Rueth Chambers, Acting Chief Executive of Council for
National Pearks (CNP). presented ten key issues at the
close of the conference which the National Park Societies
might like to consider. and asked for individual societies
to cinplify where appopricaie.

Climate change - This was crucially top of the agenda,
and our aims should be to reduce our carbon footprints,
perhaps by how we travel. In fact since all delegates to
the conference at Scargill had been given detailed public
transport information, this had enabled up to 40% to
travel to Keulewell by train and bus,

Energy — Here National Parks can play a key role by
pointing the way forward. The Peak Park, in one
example, was engaged in rescurching the viability of
power from water mills for electricity with the hope of
suitable projects to follow. The Sustainable Energy and
Tourism initiative, SEAT. was 14 new organisation to
encourage business to be aware of green travel
possibilities and there was hope to develop a web-site

in Snowdoniz,

Planning - It was necessary o influence Park policies
and communicate our views. Al the same time. we
necded to be aware of National, Regional and Local
Government policies and programmes so that Park
socicties can help influence potential schemes.

Succession Planning — It was cruciul to find enough
Trustees for each Society’s Committee or Council of
Management, with key components suggested as
sufficient diversity, new blood. a range of skills and a
gender balance. Additionally each Park Society might
like 1o write a “role description™ for their hoard
members, with a variety of useful skills listed. Current
members could be asked to tick a grid of skills. and
maybe a special low price advert in a major national
newspaper could be useful, or charity web-sites as
possible recruiting bases. .

Watchdogs — The Socicties needed o keep up their
vigilance. The Friends of Pembroke emphasised the
importance of protecting the maritime environment, and
there was a briet discussion over the controversial
Bluestone complex which had been sold on the basis of
600 jobs for locals, but was likely to use cheaper
imported labour from abroad.

Political Champions — All three main parties have tricd
1o “green” themselves, but the National Parks neceded 1o
be higher up the political agenda and investigate how

sympathetic and supportive their local MPs were. Lord
Judd, CNP Vice President. emphasised the importance of
mobilising MPs and urged that individual letters should
be sent to them on issues of concern, not mass post-
cards which achieved very little. He advised
approaching an MP in his or her constituency, by first
hearing their thoughts on an issue and then putting
some of their Society™s views across. He emphasised the
tremendous asset the National Parks™ Societies had in
Kathy Moore Chicl Executive, and Ruth Chambers.
Acting Chief Executive of CNP. who were highly rated
even by cabinet ministers,

Corporates — It was essential 1o engage with the local
business community and influence them o support
National Parks and the work of Societies. The YDS
already had a very good working relationship in this
respect with about twenty local Dales businesses now
signed up as Corporate Members.

Inter-Society Working - Fricnds of the Lake District
(FLD) and the Yorkshire Dales Sociery had worked
together on houndary extensions for their National
Parks. FLD were also concerned about the blot on the
landscape of overhead wires and were working
nationally with CNP on “undergrounding”. The three
Welsh parks were looking at a joint marketing exercise
and there was now a new Welsh Poliey Officer. Oriel
Price. The Yorkshire Dales Society, the Peak and FLD
might well be able to work together on upland farming
as the new pavment system seemed to be causing
Formers many problems. Other societies might like to
join the YDS in its campaigning for green lanes,

Reaching out The need for National Park Societies to
reach out to people not able 1o experience and enjov
National Parks had been emphasised through Bernard
Lynch and Nazia Husscin's excellent presentation on the
Mosaic Experience buses in the Yorkshire Dales.
Working with urban and disadvantaged groups should
form a core part of our work.

Kernel campaign — The final advice was for the
Societies o think through their kev campaigns. consider
how to take them forwuard and how 1o work best with

ather Societios.

The YDS were wiarmly congratulated on a brilliant.
inspiring. vitl conference.” with remendous support
from delegates. However it was important that future
conferences should he fullv supported by all Socicties o
ensure maximum value o all participating bodies,




National Park Societies’ Conference at
Scargill House, Kettlewell, 13th to 15th
October — Working Together

Delegates from ten National Park Societies and the Numbers of emails and personal letters of warm
Council for National Parks. together with a number of appreciation were also received after the event. On the
day delegates and key Speakers, all contributed to a Saturday evening post Dinner, delegates were also

highly successful National Park
Sacieties” Conference in October
of last vear. It proved to be a
fitting climax to a vear of Silver
Jubilee celebrations and tribute
wias paid to all the organising
team. Scargill House proved to
be an excellent venue with
presentations given in the
beautiful circular Marsh Lounge
with its spectacular views over

Scetrpill Hotse, Kettlewell

the Dales. Delegates also
enjoved the opportunity for a 54 ul J :
variety of Field rips including a o7 S -~ 5_ 11 L} ' JH i I I-J'J:. [rrr .
popular trip to the Limestone ; - gl R b LTV A
Country Project. The Conference . ' ' : :
wus particularly noted for the

. 2t 3+ ap- 3 | e P o
substantial number of delegates Above: Tim Thom

|

who reached Ketlewell by

leading the

public transport from various Limestone Cointry l
parts of the UK. and for the Jield trip ' ﬁ
very strong follow-up 1o the Right: Stundary lecture -
cxccllent speakers fielded by session i the Marsh =
the Yorkshire Dales National Park and the Yorkshire particularly delighted by the Dales folk music, songs Lonnge %
Diales Millennium Trust, and indeed by two of our (some humorous, some more poignant), and dances of Below: Coffee Broclk 3
corporate members and one or two Council members. Magnetic North (see article on Magnetic North p.11) €1
several National Park Societics have been in touch after which brought the evening to a particularly attractive b
the event. cither to invite one of the Speakers 1o their close, Finally the event organisers would like to extend =
own area or 1o follow up several questions ol interest. their warm thanks to the Chiel Execcutive David
Der biffet v b Butterworth. of the Yurl-;shiru
: , | Dules National Park Authority
| and to Carl Lis. Chairman of ]
‘ the Yorkshire Dales National ]

Park Authority, for all their

v »

help and support.

To give a flavour of the event,
we present i pictorial record
of some of the highlights and
extend our gratitude for the
use of most of the photos of
the event 1o Peter Roberts and
Georgina Babey. two of our
deleaates from the Broads
Society,
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Profile: Fleur Speakman, Joint Secretary

After 25 vears in charge of the Yorkshire Dales Society
administration. Joint Secretary Fleur Speakman. retired
from the dav to day running of the Society at the end of
December 2006, and was warmly thanked for all her
vears of work at the last full Council meeting on
Noventher 281 in Settle, and presented with a splendid
houguet of flowers by YDS Chairman Malcolm Petvt,
and some very welcome book tokens which will be put
to very good use.

T feel rather like a proud parent, delighted that the
organisation is going from strength to strength with a
very strong team at the helm.
Colin is staying on for a litde
while longer. while the Socicety
is most fortunate in its
Chairman Malcolm Petyvt who
has brought a real breadth of
knowledge and experience to
the role. There is now more
financial security than we ever
had in the past and the Society
benefits from some splendid
NCeW premises in a most
atractive setting wirhin the
Yorkshire Dales. It has also
heen a remendously busy
Jubilee veur for the YDS with
the move to the new oftices at
Settle as part of the succession

strategy.”

Fleur, who has also been
responsible for co-editing the
cuarterly Yorkshire Dales
Review for nuny vears and for
master-minding a number of major projects, is still
deeply interested in many aspects of the Society, but is
looking forward to greater freedom of movement

without the constant constraints of deadlines. Council

colleagues, she commented, have over the vears been
tremendously supportive, and many YDS members have
also been most appreciative: many from both categories
have become firm friends.

“Now it is watershed time for the Society: there is a real
chance to evolve. Our history of the Yorkshire Dales
Society, The Yorkshire Deales Society 1981-2000 — The
Story So Far describes the Society's first 25 years: we do
hope we can look forward to an eventual sequel. A
areat highlight this vear has undoubtedly been 1 maost
rewarding Conference for National Park Socicties™ at
Scargill House, Kettlewell
where the Society benefited
from an excellent weam of
helpers, while post-conference
interest and follow-ups after
the event continues (o be quite
extraordinary.”

Fleur is now keen to spend
more time pursuing her
interests in various Buropeian
languages and literature, to
start some new activities, take
the opportunity to enjoy more
time walking and ceyeling, and
finally to spend more time in
the company of her family and
arandchildren,

“It has been o most wonderful,
rewarding, and enriching
opportunity o help set up an
organisation which has heen
part of our lives for so long
and which has benefited from some inspirational
leadership during that time, and which [ hope will long
continue to make a ditference” ino maners thar alfect the
Yorkshire Dales™,

Copper Dragon Brewery Limited —
Our Newest Corporate Member

The Copper Dragon Brewery at www . copperdragon.net
sitvated on the snavgill Industrial Estate. Skipton, is one
of our Latest Yorkshire Dales society Corporate Members,
This sKipton brewery was born in 2002 after a two-vear
sty amo the TR Brewing Industry: concluded that the
it brewerios dominated the market with therr
stanchard mnoe of prodocts and had o ol disregard for
focalised producton. flivours and employment, The
Copper Drogont s range ofF ales, using choice ingredients,

e lhudes Bese Bitter: Challenger LA CGolden Pippin and
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Black Gold, and proved 1o be so popular in the Dales
and other parts of the Region that the Brew-House had
1o increase capacity after only six months operation,
Copper Dragon now owns a range of pubs and taverns
in the north and is stll expanding. The Yorkshire Dales
Society, keen o show ofl some excellent examples
among others of focal produce at the recemt National
Parle Socictics Conference. discovered that delegares
from other Park Societics tolly agreed with this verdict
as the bar was “dry™ by the end of the Conlerence!

Folk Music of the Yorkshire Dales —
Celebrating Yorkshire Dance

The full musicians of Magnetic North who defighieed
clelesates el the recent Nationeal Park Societies’
Conference at Scargill. Kettlewell, foria part of the
wnique Yorkshire Dales Worksbop., Based at Ghisburn
Fistitite o Colite Roadd i West Craven, this is a group
of Yorkshire based nsicians offering a variety of
traditional and contemporary live nusic. 1he
Workshop offers residential weekeids and one day
worksbops, conmmnnity aned ecducational projects as
well as stuely facilities ane a vange of publications.
Liz Bowen of Magnetic North aivd YOW introduces
special event in February likely to be of partictlar
firterest to Yorkshire Dales Society members. especially
as it featires some ofd fiiends of the Society, the folk
mutsic collector Trevor Shenpe and Threshfield s
traditione! fiddler ane deance music specielists. Tim
ctired Rose Boathinenn.

Saturday 3rd February 2007 is a day of Discovery and
Celebration of some of the rich celements which torm
part of the Yorkshire legacy of raditional folk arts.
I's a day of workshops. sessions, performances and
dances, focusing on traditional dances and dance
music plus just a few of the many songs collected in
the dales. It will be an opportunity to hear and learn
tunes that have been played traditionally for dances
over the centuries. You can learn some of the dances
which continued thre swehout the war years in the
village halls of Upper Wharfedale and still continue
to this day: the tunes and dances being passed through
the gencerations,

The programme features Yorkshire Longsword,
traditional Dales music. as well as tunes and dances
from the 1798 tune boolk of Joshua Jackson, a North
Yorkshire corn miller from Burton Leonard near Ripon
and tunes from other parts of Yorkshire.

Yorkshire Dales Workshops, who are organising this
project with the help of Glusburn Ceilidh Club, have
heen fortunate in being able to assemble some of the
finest dance experts and musicians with an in-depth

knowledge of their fickd. On Saturday 3rd February they

will e sharing their lents and enthusiasm
workshops and performances which are scheduled 1o
take place in Glusburn Institute.

Dave Ball has rescarched 18th century dance and
duance music including dances in the Joshua Juckson
muanuscript, Te continues 1o make a huge contribution
in South Yorkshire and Derbyshire by encouraging
voung people and beginners 1o play for dancing,

Tim Boothman us one of the tacdition bearers,
continues ta play for Dales dances inand around
Buckden and Grassmgaton. Tim's wile Rosie swho joins
him m leading o workshop on Dales Dunces, is one ol
the Berestord familv who have made o erear

contribution 1o preserving and keeping the Duales
dances alive.

Magnetic North huas a special knowledge and interest
in Yorkshire dances and dance music. They plav for
dunces wand concerts and have produced a CD of tunes
from the 18th century corn

miller, Joshua Jackson's

manuscript which they will play on fiddle, melodeon.
flute and guitar,

Our Northern Branch is a Ripponden group of
musicians, led by John Adams and Chris Partington who

have rescarched Village Music, They have a particular
interest and knowledge of raditional wines plyed in the
North of England. Thev play on three fiddles and cello.
Ryburn Longsword is u ritual dance side from
Ripponden. The lively junior side from the group will
e dancing as part of Trevor Stone's illustrated talk on
Yorkshire Longsword. a tradition which goes hack to
the Middle Ages.

Trevor Sharpe has collected numerous Dales” songs
particularly from Swaledale, which give an insight into
the socil life in the dales: He joins Tim Boothman's
hand to play at the Dales Dance Workshop and sings at
the lunchtime session,

Trevor Stone is o foremost expert on Yorkshire
Longsword. the ritual dance of the region. He is an
acknow ledged authoritey and the writer of an

informuative book on the subject “Ranle up, My Boys”

I vou would like o take part inoanmy of the activities
which will take place on saurday 3ed February . please
ring Yorkshire Diles Workshops on 01335 031160 or see

their weby site wwa vdw org uk

Liz Bowen
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Help Absorb Carbon Emissions by

Planting Trees

Trees are useful for more than the beauty they add 1o
the landscape. They provide shade. help 1o prevent
erosion. and are home o manyv species of birds and
animals. Now we know that planting trees is becoming
increasingly important as they help
to lock up excess carbon that is
released into the atmosphere.

Most of us have heard of global
warming. The release of
“areenhouse gas”™ into the
atmosphere is the prime cause of
this. and cach time we use our car
travel by air or use power produced
by burning fossil fuels. we add 10 it
For maximum impact we need (o
reduce the amount of fossil fuels
that we burn, but we can do more.
Trees lock up excess carbon dioxide
in the atmosphere as they grow,
absorbing it into the trunk, branches
and leaves. Planting trees is a really
good way of reducing the impact
that we have on the environment.

The Yorkshire Dales Millennium
Trust has planted several woodlands
cach vear since it was formed in 1997, This vear, for the
first time. we measured the potential of the cight woods
that were completed during the last plinting scason.,
Covering a total area of just under 12 hectares, these
woods will absorb 0235 wonnes of carbon as they grow,
Already we have had interest from companies who wish

10 offset the amount of carbon they
produce by supporting the Trust's
tree planting work.

It is not just big business that is
working to reduce the
cnvironmental impact of what they
do. all of us can play our pan by
planting trees 1o absorb the carbon
we produce. For example to fully
offset the carbon thatr we use, we
need to plant o tree for cach 65kwh
of clectricity or 9 therms of gas we
burn. We should plant a tree for
cach 200 miles we drive in an
average family car and for every
175 miles we travel by air,

We can play our part in reducing
the impact on the environment.
You can help by contributing to
planting trees in our woods this
winter. The woods we hope to
plant this vear are already pan
funded by a4 grant from English
Nature, through their Countdown
2010 programme. Each tree
donation that vou make will mean that we can plant
not only a tree or trees 1o commemorate vour donation,
but many more as well, To caleulate the number of
trees vou would need to plant 1o offset yvour carbon
use, visit our website www.ydimt.org

David Baker (YDMT)

Visitors who Hum and Global Warming!

In the summer af 20006 T scem to have notced for the
biest time some magnificent new visitors to our area. The
frest occastion was i the garden ar the western end of
Carperby village i Julv, and the Tast occasion was on a
buddlein bush m kevlewell an the end of sepiember, The
visitors Treter toare small dayv-time flving moths who
vinustl iy collect their nectar on the wing from the
Bloons of the plants they visit, Their colouring is from

whitish grev o orange brown and they pick up the
pectar thravgh a long dog-leg-shaped proboscis like <
delicate black Taor as they hovers while their beating
wones nutke o Lot humming sound: behaviour which

cives them therr muome of Hummimebird Tawk Moths or

ptidc rostosseon stellariein.

[ A= dnsdous to consult my hooks on the subject and
[isc o erech that the moths are an o unconmon nigrant o
the southy of Foaland tromn the Mediterranean lands and
thiat thes dor naot pecessarily come every vear though the
ollms aipcde seemed o nmply e they oo il visitors
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However, a recent article in o national newspaper
claimed that though hitherto they had indeed been
uncommon visitors, this year they were present in mueh
Lirger numbers and had even established hreeding
colonies in the south-west. This is borne out by my
personal observation of them flitting around while | was
on holiday in the Isles of Scilly in August. The article
implicd that Hummingbird Hawk Moths are sensitive to
clinie change, which appeirs 1o be further prool of
globual warming,

Will they re-visit us in 2007 We shall see. And il our
climate should become a much colder place at least in
winter. would the Hummingbird Hawk Moths still
arriver Would they also be affected i we managed 1o
slow down global warming? Do Took aut for then in
2007 and report any sighting o vour local wildlife
organisation: vou will certainly enjov observing them

Chiis Havtley

Knaresborough Castle through the Ages
- FEVA Community Mosaic Project 2006

News of an iuspivational project from ihe Kiaresborough
lestival of Eintertainment aried Viswal Arts (feca) - which
Deted. i Visual Arts Director Julie Cope, someone leeir 1o
crecle o focal comnnoiity ait project. which both
captured the imeagineation e actively engdaged the
commnity as a whole.

Knareshorough's past history with its all-important
fortificd castle with roval connections made it a natural
choice for the central subject of the FEVA 2000
communiry project. A suceessful funding application to
the Arts Council. enthusiastic cooperation from
Harrogate Borough Council and help from experts such
as local historian Arnold Kellet as well as Ceryl Evans.,
Head of Muscums and Arts at Harrogate Borough

Council, augured well for the project’s future

It was agreed 1o osite a pavement mosaic at the threshold
of the castle and the imposing nature of the two solid

round half towers at the East Gate castle entrance
inspired the circular format. The result was o 1.8 metre
diameter design that had a central logo and 4 equal
quadrants. Each quadrant depicts a particular period in
the history of Knaresborough and its castle. and covers
the vears 1066 and the Norman connections, then 1210
when the Roval Forest of Knareshorough was one of
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King John's favourite hunting grounds. followed by
1331 when Queen Philippa was granted the Honour of
Knareshorough by Edward 111, and finally 1644 when
the castle was breached by o single cannon ball
resulting in a final surrender in December of that vear
to Cromwell's Parliamentarians,

The public were also invited 1o join various working
sessions o create the Mosaic, with neither age (ihe
voungest helper was a3 vear old hovy nor disabiliny
proving to be o burrier It is hoped that the Mosaic will
survive through the centuries to come.




Book Reviews

SKIPTON AND THE CRAVEN DALES by W.R. Mitchell,
published by Phillimore & Co. Ltd, Shopwyke
Manor Barn, Chichester, West Sussex, but locally
available in the Skipton area, at £16.99 or order
through Phillimore, but please add on an additional
£3.50 for p& p (£20-49). www.phillimore.co.uk

Who better than W.R. (Bilh) Mitchell, born and bred in
skipton. distinguished Honorary Member of the
Yorkshire Dales society, with his long career us
journalist, author and editor, to introduce us 1o Skipton’s
past and present in its natural scenic setting with his
unerring journalist's instinct for what is essential and at
the same tme giving us many more individual
fascinating details. Bill has produced both a carefully
researched book and a highly enjovable read. enhanced
by a weulth of archive pictures.

Particularly good is the chapter on The Tron Roads,
which quotes a splendid official guide to the Midland
Railway (18800 on the Scetle-Carlisle route, described by
the engineer-in-chiel as a great whale Iving on its side,
“its nose dt Settle and dts il ar Carlisle, A steep ascent
carries us up. d long incline carries us down.” The
section on Nutural Curiosities quotes John Ruskin, on
Weathercote Cave near Chapel-le Dale ta favourite 19th
century tourist spot) which he saw illuminated by
cuandlelizhi, thus, *Tt is the rottenest. deadliest. loneliest,
horriblest place T ever saw in my life,”

skipron (sheep wown) overlooking the Aire Gap. lorms a
natural route wayv through the Pennines, and according

1o archacological evidence, has been furmed for many

thousands of years. It was later crowned by a Norman
Motte and Bailey castle for defensive purposes. while
during the 12 and 13th centuries most of the hill land of
Craven was used for grazing huge flocks of sheep
belonging to such enterprises as Fountains Abbey.
Flourishing then under the powerful Clifford family, the
lords of Skipton, from the 1-4th to the 17th century,
there was a lull in the town's fortunes tll the onset of
industrialisation when Skipton became noted for its
water-powered textile mills. When trade was later
blighted by cheap imports from abroad, there was
cconomic salvation from the steady stream of tourists
who, originally inspired by the writers and artists ol the
Romantic Age. came to nuuvel in substantial numbers at
the arca's scenic beauty: its caves, waterfulls and
limestone outcrops. Today's visitors can still absorb the
market town’s many faceted history and pleasant
ambience. enjov its splendid castle, and the boats and

HHustration from
“skipton and the
Craven Dales”
hy W, R.
Mitchell:
Thones foy,
sheplicrd aie
Hebelenr Moor,
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barges in the canal basin, and explore Craven's
rrackways and green roads on foor, hike or horsehack,
or simply absorh the many scenic splendours of this
part of the Yorkshire Dales National Park.

Fs

“Weare particidarly delighted that Bill Mitchell will e
recortiling his expericnces as citor of the Dafesmen magazine

U SUtrday February 10t see the Events pege for deteils.

POCKET PUB WALKS - NORTH YORKSHIRE; WEST
YORKSHIRE by Keith Wadd (Countryside Books
£4.99 each) and locally available.

These handy rucksack or anorak pocket sized books
provide an excellent brief introduction 1o three aspects
of the Yorkshire Dales which are justifiably famous,
walking. good pubs and good beer. Each hooklet has
15 walks. Seven out of 15 in the North Yorkshire book
are in the Dales, whilst four in the West Yorkshire hook
are i Lower Wharfedale,

Walks are between 3-8 miles, all have well researched
Packground information on piihs and the Tocal
countryside. as well as wellwritten west and clear
directions. with photogriphs and good sketch maps.

Winter Events 2007

Take the opportunity to cirjoy some short, aitractive
winter walks before the Yorkshive Deles Society lectitres.
How does farming and witd life affect the environmeint?
Whet is the history of a Dales iconic publicetion which
was borie i Clapheinz Wiy is so much Quaker bistory
bound up with the Yorksbire Dales? Finally after mcory
Jears we are revisiting the newly upgraded ane
renveated Deles Mining Museum at Earby.

Admission to Events for YOS members £2 per bead. non-
members £3. unless stated otherwise. Any dogs on walks
should be wnder control on leads.

SATURDAY JANUARY 13TH 2007

WALK: OLD TRACKS AND QUARRIES AROUND
PATELEY BRIDGE. Walk leader John Hone tel: 01423
711471, Meet at Pateley Bridge main car park near the
river in front of semi-circular wooden seat at 10.30wm,
There are some uphill sections on this moderate 4 mile
walk with a packed, pub or café lunch at about
12.30pm. Park at village car park near river. Bus 24
from Harrogate d. 0930,

LECTURE: THE EFFECT OF FARMING AND WILD
LIFE ON THE ENVIRONMENT, BY CLAIRE HARRIS of
DEFRA, in Pateley Bridge in the Bishopside and
Bewerley Memorial Hall (please note that this is the
village hall within Pateley Bridge town centre (not
Bewerley), on Park Road, behind the High Street, at

2. 15pm.

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 10TH 2007

WALK: CLAPHAM MEANDER. Walk leader Chris Wright
tel: 01756 749699, Meet Clapham car park by notice
board 10.30am. Train from Leeds (d. 0819) and Skipton
(0856) to Clapham (note train station is 112 miles from
village).

LECTURE: THE DALESMAN MAGAZINE BY BILL
MITCHELL, author and former editor of the Dalesmin
magiazine, and YDS Honorary Member, at Clapham
village hall 2.15pm. Please note that we are
particularly delighted that Bill Mitchell who has
had a very long history with the Dalesman
Magazine, is able to stand in for the current editor
of Dalesman who is unavoidably elsewhere.

Book Reviews - continued

though the appropriate Explorer or Landranger maps
arce always advised. All walks in the Dales are equally
accessible by car or by bus or train — even Reeth and
West Burton — so you can enjoy that foaming pint at the
end of vour walk without worrying about the drive
home.

At less than a fiver a book — or about 33 pence per
wilk — these boolks are rremendous value and deserve a
place in the rucksack of anyone sharing Keith Wadd's
passion for footpaths and real Yorkshire ale,

SATURDAY MARCH
3RD 2007

WALK: THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS’ CHAPEL.

Walk leader Colin Ginger tel 01736 752953,

Meet at West Burton village hall at 10.30am for a 4! 2
mile walk along Morpeth Gate following contours
helow Burton and West Witton Moors to the ruins of
Preceptory Knights” Templars, about 2! 2 hours of casy
walking to return about about 1pm and packed lunch
or pub lunch. Bus 156 from Hawes Market Place d.
0935, from Bedale 0800,

LECTURE: THE HISTORY OF THE QUAKERS IN THE
DALES, by DAVID BOULTON, historian and author at
West Burton village hall ar 2.15pm.

SATURDAY APRIL 21st 2007

WALK IN BARNOLDSWICK AREA AND VISIT TO
EARBY THE YORKSHIRE DALES MINING MUSEUM.
wWalk leader Dennis Cairns tel: 01282 812956, Meet in
Barnoldswick town square at 10.30am for an easy 4
mile walk, returning between 12,30 - 1pm for a packed
or café lunch. Bus Pennine 215 (Burnley Bus) to
Barnoldswick. Please note that there is a short car ride
to Earby Mines Museum. It would be helpful to share
cars for this part of the event as there is limited car
parking at the museum, and there may also be some
people without their own transport. Please note it is
essential to book ahead for the Museum visit as
space is limited 1o 24 places in all, plus the walk leader,
Cost per head is 22, (party rate), please send cheques
with number of places required not later than April
12th, o the Administrator. The Yorkshire Dales Society,
The Town Hall, Cheapside. Settle. BD 24 9E]. cheques to
be made out to the Yorkshire Dales Society. Please
book early and indicate if you can offer car space from
Barnoldswick 1o Earby. or if vou need transport for this
section, Priority will be given on this visit for those
attending the walk in the morning, but please enquire
via the YDS office on 01729 825600 if there are any
places left if vou wish to come only in the afternoon.

Alternatively vou may wish 1o visit the museum on
another occasion individually. Please conract the
Muscum from carlv: April onwards on cither Saturdays
or sundavs  between 1lam-5pm during opening hours
for this option on tel: 01282 841422, Cost per head.
(the usual rates will apply) £2.50 per person or £2

senior Citizen.

The Yorkshire Dales Society AGM 2007

Please reserve the date Saturday May 12th 2007 in vour
diary, for the YDS AGM which will rake place at the
Function Room of the Falls Howel, Avsuarth,
Wenslevdale behind Yore Mills, at 2pm prompt: further
details of this and events o make up o Wenslevdale
weekend  will bein the April YDS Review,
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