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ll>e Golden Jubilee of a
National Park
Fifty years is most of a lifetime. How profoundly
the world has changed since that day in October
1954. when after prolonged debate and much
argument, the Yorkshire Dales National Park was

established. It is difficult for people who grew up
in the affluent years at the end of the 20^^ century
to realise that the great 1949 National Parks Act was
conceived and passed at a time of acute national
post-war shortages, when food rationing had not
ended and most people in Britain lived in
conditions which today we would regard as below
the poverty line. Yet those campaigners and
legislators had a vision which led directly to the

National Parks of today.

But even after the National Park Act was pa.ssed,
there was bitterness and hostility to the very
concept of people living in Britain's towns and
cities being allowed in the countryside at all. There
was opposition not only from farmers and

A YDS \Yalk at Hell Gi

landowners. i">ut from local authorities resenting

(I o \ e rn m e ni i nl e r fe re n c e in t h e i r pa rt i c u I a r
fiefdom.s. Both the old North Riding and West

Riding (-ounty (Councils vehemently opposed the
new Dales i-^ark. At the Public Inqtiiry into
designation, the West Riding County Council
Planning OlTicer said that his County Council
regarded the (.'ontribulion the County Council
would ha\'e to make to the new National Park of

.42.BOO (ec|ui\aleni to ju.si one eleventh of an old
pi.-nn\ on tlie rates) as '"a complete waste of
moniA ' . whilst the solicitor representing the local

NFU walked into the meeting room and lipped a
sack of rubbish onto the Inspector's desk that he
claimed to have collected at Setnerwater the

previous day, as proof that the new National Park
would simply bring litter louts and vandals.

It is easy to mock such ignorant buffoonery and
bigotiy. National Parks were a new concept and
for many privileged people living in secluded
places, creating a National Park would simply open
the floodgates,

What they were incapable of understanding was
that with or without National Parks people were
going to come anyhow. On a single Bank Holiday
Monday in 1946 — eight years before the Park was
created - over 42,000 people arrived by excursion
trains at the tiny station at Bolton Abbey. Within a
generation even such numbers would be dwarfed
by the tidal flow of weekend and holiday visitors
arriving in their own cars on the new roads and
motorways from the nearby conurbations.

These people were not coming to the Dales
because .someone had called it a National Park.

They were coming because they knew and cared
about the Yorkshire Dales, and shared a deep love
of a countiyside for which, after having fought two
Wc^rld Wars to maintain our national freedoms, they

fell was part ol their birthright — or, as we nc^w say,
their heritage.

However those who opposed the National Park
were right in one sense. If such huge numbers of
visitors came with little or no understanding ot the
countryside or carefully planned visitor facilities
and appropriate visitor management, their very
pre.sence would be a threat to that countryside in
terms of inappropriate behaviour, erosion, traffic
congestion, unsightly parking and unlimited
demand for cheap weekend and holiday
accommodation. Canute-like, the protesters naively
assumed that by ignoring these problems they
would ju.st go away.

With National Park designation came that most

unpopular of mechanisms, planning controls,
which because they interfere with the freedom of
the individual, are bitterly resented by the very
people who most benefit from planning protection.
Because without the major achievements of
development control, however unpopular it has
been among Dales communities, much of the
landscape we know and love in the National Park
would have been lost for ever under executive

housing estates, roadside bungalows, chalet parks,
caravan sites, themed "leisure" centres, huge
extended quarries, massive new roads, dreary
mono-culture afforestation.

To a considerable degree the success
of the National Park over the last fifty
years lies in all those things we don't
see. In the twenty first century,
unspoiled villages are a tribute
to planning excellence.

But it has been a long, slow battle.
The late Arthur Dower, (brother of

National Park visionary John Dower)
a founder member of the Yorkshire

Dales Society, who lived in
Wensleydale, correctly prophesied at
a National Park Rally in 1954 that
it had taken 25 years to secure the
creation of National Parks and it

would take another 25 years "to put the National
Parks right".

Until 1974 the Yorkshire Dales National Park was

little more than a line on a map, with, unbelievably
as it seems today, two separate committees for the
Old North and West Ridings, and just four full-time
Wardens with specific duties within the National
Park - Wilf Procter, Norman Crossley, Lawrence
Barker and Joe Shevelan - and a contemptuously
minute budget. Only in 1974 was our first National
Park Officer, Richard Harvey, appointed, with a
team of specialist staff, and a more reali.stic budget.
He was answerable to a single National Park
Committee, but this was still technically a
Committee of North Yorkshire County Council, who
often blocked its decisions and cut its spending.
Finally in 1995 that Committee became a free
standing Authority, and not surprisingly, over the
last decade staff and other resources have grown
to a significant degree reflecting successive
Governments' greater commitment to the National
Park ideal.

The achievements over the last 50 years have been
significant and many. The hugely successful public-
Access Agreements on the Chat.sworth Estate have
proved highly successful and a model of their kind.
A network of Visitor Centres, dose to strategically

situated car parks and toilets not only meet the
basic requirements of visitors, but are part of a

comprehensive visitor interpretation and education
service, with exhibitions, publications, guided
walks, which have done much to raise standards of

visitor understanding and behaviour - even over
such issues as litter - ail to prove the miserable
Canutes of 50 years ago completely wrong. Ajiother
huge success story is the rights of way network
which is now superbly waymarked and maintained,
in sharp contrast to the dismal situation elsewhere
in North Yorkshire outside the Park boundaries.

Much of this is due to outstanding work by
National Park field staff and Dales Volunteers with

A view of Swaledale. j

a host of footpath maintenance and upland
conservation projects, which have made a real
difference to the quality of visitor experience of the
Dales. Good signing and waymarking have
fundamentally helped to reduce involuntary

trespass and related problems suffered by farmers
as walkers stray away from blocked or hidden
paths. National Park specialists in archaeology,
ecological biodiversity, woodland, vernacular
architecture, and farming have not only carried out
research to enrich our understanding, but have
helped develop a huge variety of practical projects,
such as the highly praised Dales barns and walls
scheme. These have helped draw down partnership
funds from a myriad of sources including the EU.
The Yorkshire Dales Millennium Tmst, brainchild of
the National Park, had, at last reckoning, attracted
over £10 million to the Dales through the
Environet, Dales Living Landscape and other
separate projects, almost eveiy penny of which has
been spent in the Dales, and directly and indirectly
gone into the wage packets and into the hands of
small businesses, trades people and craftsmen
living within and around the National Park.
None of this would have happened without the
National Park. Like any bureaucracy, the National
Park is only as good as the people who operate the
system, and it is easy to list the mistakes, errors of
judgement or inefficiencies which .Members of the
Authority as well as indl\idual officers have



perpetuated over the last five decades. Officialdom
can be infuriating. We can have some sympathy
with our own member Martin Vallance when he

questioned in the press if, with a budget of over £4
million annually, and a staff of well over 100, the

Dalesbiis at A irton

National Park is truly good value for money or if
that money could be better spent elsewhere or on
other priorities. Another question is whether or not
strict planning controls are simply creating a
paradise for the comfortably off and highly mobile,
where local people on low incomes suffer
deprivation and from where visitors without their
own cars are excluded, as Dales bus services face

cut backs and train and bus fares continue to rise?

The answer is to think what the Yorkshire Dales

would be like without the National Park Authority.
It would be a countryside in which developers
could enjoy a free-for-all. It would be a landscape

without the massive investment in conservation

now taking place; most of this investment
encouraged and inspired by the National Park. It
would be an inaccessible countryside with blocked
footpaths and missing footbridges, and angry
farmers helpless to deal with visitors who would
simply make their own way across farmland and
fellsides when and wherever they could.

Understanding and appreciation would be at a
lower level and tourism would be in terminal

decline as visitors sought more attractive, better
managed areas both in the UK and abroad. It is
also naive to think that the costs of the National

Park — about the cost of mnning one typical city
secondary school - would be reinvested in the
Dales rather than in urban areas with seemingly
more urgent problems.

So after fifty years, a time to celebrate the National
Park's very real achievements, not to do so
complacently, but with an awareness that there are
many major issues still to be tackled - such as local
affordable housing, truly sustainable tourism and
transport networks, and ways of ensuring a secure,
prosperous future for Dales farming communities
whilst maintaining that precious landscape. These
are the challenges yet be met. But as first half
centuries go, it's not a bad start.

Colin Speakman

The 50th Anniversary Book

Daleswatch

PARK AND POUCE CLAMP DOWN ON ILLEGAL

OFF-ROADING

Rangers from the Yorkshire Dales National Park
Authority have joined forces with North Yorkshire
Police in a new clamp-down on illegal off-roading
in the Dales. There has been a flood of complaints
from people in Craven District of the National Park
in particular about the irre.sponsible use of vehicles
on public rights of way. Motorcycles have been
seen on the Foxup Bridleway between Horton in
Ribblesdale and Foxup, Littondale, despite the
Authority confirming the path has no public
vehicular status. And there have been similar

reports of trailbikes ranging across Calton Moor
near Malham. causing damage to the moor and
di.sturbing livestock. In a .separate incident, police
issued a warning to the owner of a 4x4 vehicle that
was one of four seen driving and causing damage

on the footpath over Blea Moor tunnel. A number
of irailbike riders in the Dales are being stopped
and warned about their activities.

We are also pleased to report that on March 1st the

long awaited Experimental Traffic Regulation
Orders on Green Lanes came into being on Mastiles
Lane, Long Lane Clapham, Cam Road Starbotton
and Horsehead Pass, Langstrothdale. Dales
communities, local farmers and conservationists,
the Yorkshire Dales Green Lane Alliance and the

Yorkshire Dales Society watch the outcome with
interest. Any infringement of the Order
encountered by YDS members, or other off-road
riding where no vehicular rights exist, should be
reported, with full details, to North Yorkshire
Police.

NEW DENTDALE VISITOR ATTRACTION

The Discover Dentdaie is a community project
which provides visitors with an array of information
about an attractive area to the north west of the

Park. The centre is ba.sed in a room next to the

tower at St Andrews Church and attracted financial

support from the Su.stainable Development Fund, a

David Joy, its editor and co-author, makes no
apologies for producing yet another work on
the Yorkshire Dales.

"This one is different," I state emphatically when
asked for the twentieth time to justify adding to the
already great weight of literature on the Dales.
Well, I would say that
wouldn't I, but I honestly
and truly believe it. This
new hardback has come

into being because the 50th
anniversary of the National
Park was otherwise not

going to be celebrated in
book form. As a book

person all my life, this
seemed almost a slight on
some of the most glorious
landscape and wonderful
people in Britain. I

Yorkshire Dales
A 50th ANNrvERSARY Celebration of the National Park

Foreword by BRIAN BLESSED

IkilesLVcilch continues on page 12

It was not until October

last that agreement was

reached for publication to
be in association with the

National Park, By any
standards the timing was

tight and its theme had
to take shape swiftly.
Firstly, it was clear that
this had to be a

celebration of the Yorkshire Dales and not

the National Park Authority, which is a much more
controversial subject for braver souls to undertake.
Secondly, the National Park wished the 50th
anniversary to "reach out" to new audiences — and
especially young people. Finally, there was a
profound conviction that the book had to have
strong visual interest, but needed to be more than
just another collection of pretty Dales' pictures.

Bringing all these threads together has created a
four-part celebration. It begins with a look at the
Dales in 1954, when both mains electricity and the
motor car had still to make major inroads. The
second and major section focuses on fifty years of
change, with a detailed portrayal of farming and
two excellent contributions from YDS Secretary
Colin Speakman - "Travelling around the Dales -
then and now" and "Enjoying the Yorkshire Dales",
A third part brings together photographers and

artists to capture the many contrasting facets of the
area today.

Finally, the book embraces the new generation of
dalesfolk. Children from Primary Schools were
invited to submit prose, poetry, paintings and
drawings depicting what they most liked — and
least liked - about living in the Dales. Almost 500

contributions were

received. They show
that Dales children are

perceptive, talented and
truly appreciative of their
surroundings — although
a  strong anti-tourist
sentiment ought to give

cause for concern.

In an age where the cult

of celebrity rules, the
temptation to invite some

"names" to take part in
this literary celebration

proved irresistible. It says
much for the special
appeal of the Yorkshire
Dales that so many have
responded, with
contributions from Alan

Tilchmarsh, David Bellamy,

Dickie Bird and David

Hockney. Jane Gardam has
penned some splendidly

evocative prose on Swaledale - where she finds
peace and contentment to write books that have
twice won the Whitbread Fiction Award,

The foreword is by Brian Blessed, President of the
Council for National Parks, who confesses that his

soul is happiest at Malham because the Cove and
Gordale Scar are "wonderfully primitive places" and
give images of dinosaurs! Such statements surely
support the conviction that this is a Dales book like
no other. I hope it proves a worthy
commemoration of a unique event.

The Yorkshire Dales: A 50th Anniversary
Celebration of the National Park will be

published in May by Great Northern Books (tel:
01274 735056) at £19.99 and will be available in

local h(X)kshops and at National Park Centres,



The Badger, the Witch, the Jester,
the Rabbit and the Tandem —

50th Anniversary Celebrations
On a wet and inhospitable Friday afternoon in
January, as the celebrations for the Yorkshire Dales
National Park 50th Anniversary were launched, a
crowd of luminaries and well-wishers arrived at

Ilkley railway station in a specially reserved railway
compartment on the modern commuter train from
Leeds, headed by Yorkshire's own inimitable Jimmy
Savile accompanied by television actor and
conservationist, Brian Blessed, President of the

Council for National Parks and suitably resplendent
in a Russian—style fur hat. The VIPs were greeted
by Ilkley's Mayor and Town Crier in full regalia,
together with assorted human and animal
attendants, and young musicians from Ilkley
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Grammar School who played a most attractive
woodwind variation on the celebrated Yorkshire

anthem "On Ilkley Moor Baht 'At."

As further well-wishers gathered under the shelter
of the station canopy. YDNPA Chief Executive,
David Butterworth, gave a brief outline of the
Park's history and emphasised that the short rail
trip from Leeds proved how accessible the Park
was to city-dwellers, complemented by the Leeds-
Settle-Carlisle rail service which enabled visitors to

reach the heart of the National Park quickly and
easily. In 2003 he estimated that the Park had i'>een
visited by over eight million people. It was hoped
that a key theme for the Park s next 50 years would
be "reaching out" to an ever wider audience
coupled with the encouragement of greater use of
buses and trains in order to reduce pollution and
congestion on the roads and to maintain the Park s
special qualities.

Fortified by tea and cake at the station supplied by
Betty s Cafe, another Yorkshire institution, a large
number of people .set off to walk the six miles to
Hollon Abbey, to be joined along the route by an
intrepid witch and je.ster on a tandem, plus some
keen horse riders, as the heavy downpour
persi.sted. 'i'he rabbit and badger had disappeared
under waterproof anoraks and an umbrella.

Magic was then tlie order of the day. As darkness
fell the large-scale Fire Sculpture at Bolton Abbey
proved to be a spectacular set-piece, (in spite of
some technical difficulties), suitably emblazoned
with the Swaledale ram - the Yorkshire Dales

National Park logo, as letters in fire spelt out the 50
Years of the Park's anniversary with even some
landscape detail. It was flanked on each side by
some highly effective columns of scintillating fire
fountains, all was master-minded by a suitably
robed Gandalf-style wizard, with various acolytes
who juggled bravely with blazing torches, (see
cover picture).

There was a minor incident as a nervous horse,

though some distance away from the closing
fireworks, threw its rider, who was fortunately only
somewhat shaken, but the event was ably dealt
with by the Park's Volunteer staff. "Welcome hot
soup. c[uiche and sandwiches awaited walkers and
riders alike at Bolton Abbey Village Hall, with a
choice of Black Sheep beer or Yorkshire tea, and a
chance to mingle with the various organisations
who had come along to wish the Park well.

Prominent among the groups who had received
special invitations to the celebrations was a
Walking for Health group of people coping with a
variety of disabilities who were a splendid
advertisement for their organisation - and
indicating how our National Parks are truly for all.

The Yorkshire Dales Society sends its own
greetings and good wishes to the Yorkshire Dales
National Park and the Authority - Members.
Professional Staff and Volunteers alike - for the rest

of this important Anniversary Year, as well as
offering our warmest, active support and good
wishes for the half century' and more ahead.

(J'holds conrtesy of Yorkshire Dales National Park Anlhorily)
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Yorkshire Dales National Park
Golden Jubilee Celebrations

YORKSHIRE DALES NATIONAL^ (PARK
50 years • 1954 to 2004-7—

We're having a celebration...
and you're invited!

Cathy Bennet, co-orduicitor of the Yorkshire Dales
National Park's Fiftieth Birthday Celebrations, gives
members of the Yorkshire Dales Society a warm
invitation to join her and her colleagues in a
celebration of the founding and the achievements of
what most of us believe to be Britain's most beautiful
National Park.

"Welcome to our 50th Anniversary events
programme. We hope it will inspire you to discover
the special qualities of the Yorkshire Dales in new
ways. The Yorkshire Dales was designated a
National Park in 1954 for its outstanding beauty,
unique wildlife and cultural heritage, and we are
having a year of events to celebrate this. The
festivities and activities will also celebrate the sense
of local pride amongst the communities of the
Yorkshire Dales.

'Reaching Out - A National Park for All' will be
the theme for events of 2004. We are aiming to
make activities for people of all ages and abilities.
There's going to be magic, food, walking, games,
movies and beer! Who could ask for more? You'll
have the opportunity to help us create a woodland
in the National Park for generations to come and to
take part in conservation projects to help and
understand the work of the National Park.

The National Park Authority works in partnership
with rnany other organisations and local
communities without whom much of their work
could not be accomplished. The challenge for the
next 50 years is to balance the needs of the local
economy while still ensuring that special qualities
•such as peace, tranquillity, open spaces, historic
buildings, moorland and woodland are retained for
future generations.

The Events

Clapham Festival of Magic, Myths and Legends

This fantastic festival will be based in Clapham, a
small village on the edge of the Yorkshire Dales
National Park. It aims to research and celebrate the

rich, diverse and unique cultural heritage of the
area through a festival of magic, myths and legends
of the Dales. The area has a great tradition of story
telling that stretches back to Viking times and
beyond. Many of our local place names relate to
folklore such as Trow Gill, roughly translated from
Norse and old English as 'troll's ravine' and
Boggart's Roaring Holes refers to the Boggart, a
shape-shifting mythical creature. The Dales are full
of lost villages, faery dwellings, haunted
woodlands, giants' hills, witches' caves and the
green man. Perhaps this wealth of folklore was
inspired by the stunning landscape in which the
tales are set? They are all an inherent part of local
life and heritage.

Dry stone Wall Shelter

This year our Park Management Team are going to
create a new dry-stone wall on the summit of Pen-
y-Ghent, to provide shelter for walkers in this
stunning part of the Dales. This unobtrusive design
will be in keeping with the scenery and will be a
long-lasting reminder of the 50th Anniversary.

Other projects in the 50th year of the National
Park are:

• Work on Conservation projects such as a major
butterfly survey in the dales. We will be looking at
promoting sustainable tourism and public transport
for the benefit of locals and visitors in the future.
The National Park Centres will be stocking a wide
range of 50th Anniversary goods throughout the
year, so do come and have a look!

• Anniversary Wood in the National Park - An
ever-growing reminder of 2004....

How would you like to contribute to the planting
of an Anniversaiy Wood in the Yorkshire Dales? We
want to create a wonderful broadleaf woodland in

the National Park and to look after it for years to
come. Imagine visiting the wood and watching it
grow over the years!

We'll be joining up with the Yorkshire Post
newspaper as it is 250 years old this year, a joint



and quite appropriate birthday celebration. Details
will be available soon from the Yorkshire Post.

Broadleaved woodland is very rare in the National
Park, occupying approximately 1% of the land area,
the Authority is aiming to double the area of
woodland in the Park by 2020. Through a
campaign with Yorkshire Post readers, we will raise
the funds to pay for this wood and if the campaign
is successful, maybe another.

50th Anniversary Book

This is a book to captivate all ages, beginning with
an evocative look in words and pictures of exactly
what the Dales - and the life of its inhabitants -

was like in the mid 1950s when the National Park

came into being. The second part reflects on fifty
years of change, focusing on farming, village life,
leisure pursuits and rural transport. A third section
uses stunning photographs and paintings to capture
the character of the Dales today through the
varying seasons of the year. Finally, the book looks
to the future with a major contribution from local
schoolchildren on how they see the Yorkshire
Dales — for good and ill (see page 5 for more
details).

Boots and Beer Walking Festival
10th - 12th September 2004, Upper Wensleydale

A weekend of great walks, good company, country
pubs and entertainment set in the beautiful
landscape of the Yorkshire Dales,

Choose from 12 great walks over the weekend
ranging from around 5 to 15 miles, specially written
by Mark Reid, author of 'The Inn Way' guidebooks.
All walks are 'self-guided', All walkers will receive
a goody bag' as well as an exclusive 'Boots & Beer'
T-shirt. In the evening, there's plenty of

entertainment to choose

from including Gear
Demos, Outdoor Talks,

a Pub Trail, the Boots
ik Beer Bash, Quiz
Night and a Free
'Boots & Beer Music

Trail' at selected pubs
throughout Upper
Wensleydale, from
Aysgarth up to Garsdale
Head. The Walking
Festival is a non-profit
making event; any
surplus money after
expenses will be

donated to the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust; a
charity that wc^rks in partnership with local groups,
farmers and communities to carry out a host of
conservation projects to help ensure the future of
the Dales.

The Boots ik Beer Walking Fe.stival" is a ticket only
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event with numbers limited to 325, over eighteens
only. £15 per adult for the Walking Festival
Weekend. Tickets for the 'Boots &. Beer Bash' and

the 'Quiz Night' available separately. Closing Date
for applications 01/09/04. For further details call
0191 516 5776. Sponsored by Black Sheep Brewery
and Brasher Boots.

Outdoor Film Shows

What could be better than watching one of your
favourite films in the wonderful atmospheric
landscapes of the Yorkshire Dales? Screening details
to be confirmed.

'I love 1954 — I love 2004'

A fascinating look at the lives of people living in
the National Park in 1954. What did people wear?
What cars did they drive? What music did they
listen to? What jobs did they have and what
hobbies? What games did children play? Zoom to
today-and a look at what has changed and what has
stayed the same...?

50th Anniversary Programme

• 'A Part of the Landscape' Exhibition at Dales
Countryside Museum: 7th February - 18th April. An
investigation into and celebration of the cultural
diversity of 'Dales Folk'.

• 'The Cultural Diversity of the Dales' 8th - 12th
March in local Dales school. March 15th - 19th
March at Dales Countryside Museum. A drama
workshop exploring the identity of Dales folk past,
present and future.

• 'The Clapham Festival of Magic, Myths and
Legends': 8th and 9th of May.

• 'I love 1954 -1 love 2004' Photographic Exhibition
at Dales Countiyside Mu.seum: 12th May-14th June.

• 'Boots and Beer Festival'; A weekend of walking
and music in Wensleydale; September 10th, 11th 8c 12th.

• Birthday! October 12th: Official opening of a
new diystone wall shelter on Pen-y-Ghent.

• Roadshow: Throughout the year at venues
inside and outside the National Park.

• 50th Anniversary Wood: At Hebden, near
Grassington.

• Other projects: Outdoor film screenings. Planning
Design Building Competition, Sustainable Tourism
Conference, Celebration of Local Produce and
many, many more,,..

Please contact Cathy Bennett for details: 01756 756748
(ext. 212) Calhy.Bennelt@yorkshiredales.org.uk

Walking the Herriot Way
by John and Pat Burgess: Part II
Walking, Cycli>ig and staying at Youth Hotels in
glorious coimtryside are what the National Park
founding fathers, ivho dreiv up the 1949 Act,
believed National Parks such as the Yorkshire Dales

were truly created for. To prove that vision is still as
relevant in 2004 as it was in 1954, John and Pat
Burgess continue their walking and hostelling tnp
along the Herriot Way through Swaledale and
Wensleydale.

Our route from Gunnerside Gill in Upper Swaledale
followed a wide track inclined upwards which
turned sharply away from the harsh grandeur of the
gill to traverse an open moorland at an altitude of
1,800 feet, which afforded extensive views of more

remote and rugged fells. A stony path descends
steeply into the atmospheric ravine of Swinner Gill
with its cave, waterfall and share of mining ruins.
The trail leads to the isolated farmhouse of

Crackpot Hall, commanding fine views of the
sinuous Swale and the network of traditional field

barns dotted on the valley floor. The Hall was built
as a gamekeeper's house. Romantic images surface
of red deer roaming freely in the area, later to
vanish by the eighteenth century, their forest
habitat destroyed mostly by smelt mill fumes.

The path continues above the wooded gorge of the
Swale, reputed to he the swiftest flowing river in
England. This river has claimed more victims from
drowning than accidents in the mines. The Swale is
synonymous with Saint Paulinus who in the early
part of the seventh century, converted large
numbers of local people to Christianity, baptising
them in the lower reaches of the same rushing
river; acquiring the title of the Holy River of Saint
Paulinus, or the Jordan of England.

Past lively waterfalls and a footbridge, with vivid
recollections of wild garlic nearby, then into an
often muddy lane to enter the highest village in
Swaledale, the Norse settlement of Keld, a spring or
a stream, to reach the tall Youth Hall, another

former shcxjting lodge, at the end of the village. We
sat down to eat a hearty supper and drank another
bottle of Dent Brewery's Ramsbottom Ale in the
company of some Pennine Way walkers from
Liverpool, reflecting that Keld is a splendid centre
for walkers.

Today s objective was to make a thirteen mile walk

over the moors to Hawes and the outlook was

rather gloomy with corrugated grey clouds filling
the skies. Columns of wispy smoke issued from the
chimneys of the huddled houses, heralding the
approach of cooler weather.

Following the ancient Corpse Way up the airy
slopes of Kisdon Hill, we mused on former funeral
corteges carrying their dead in wicker baskets on a
twelve mile route to consecrated burial grounds at
Grinton. Resting stones for the baskets were placed
along the way, with refreshments and respite
available at the inn in Feetham. This practice
ceased when a church was erected in Muker in

1580. On our way down, we surveyed the serene
setting of Muker and at the same time, the summit
of Great Shunner Fell was smothered in thick, dark

mist.

Following the ancient track downhill, we made our
way to Thwaite, a clearing in the forest, the
birthplace of the Kearton brothers, both
distinguished naturalists and photographers. As we
paused to admire a Victorian postbox, we observed
the amount of holiday properties available, even
within the former chapel, and we regretted the
demise of the village shop. Thwaite held an annual
fair in October up to the beginning of the twentieth
century.

Great Shunner Fell, with an altitude of 2340 feet, is
in the premier league of Yorkshire's tallest peaks.
As we commenced our steady climb up an
enclosed track, traffic making its way up and down
the Buttertubs Pass was visible. An audience of

perplexed cattle observed us as we donned our
waterproof clothing. In order to combat the
perennial problem of peat erosion, stone slabs
formed an unbroken pathway over the inhospitable
moor; a solution which certainly assisted the
process of route finding . Heavy rain in unison with
an unkind wind greeted us on our arrival at the
summit. We were encompassed by the blurred
outlines of near and distant hills. What a

magnificent and memorable panorama it could
have been on a gin-clear day!

On our descent we met four youngsters on the
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme looking rather
uneasy with both the elements and the elevation. A

hasty lunch was snatched in the shelter of an



accommodating boulder. As we pursued our long,
steep and downward path, we were confronted by
a broad, open and more fertile view of
Wensleydale. Moving downhill, over a bridge,
under a railway viaduct and through a series of
stiles, we arrived at the purpose-built
Hawes Youth Hostel. The drying-room
was a busy place that evening. We sat a
table with a former RAF navigator from
Malvern who gladly gave us some
advice about map reading strategies
between the dessert and the coffee.

With only five more miles to go to end of our trail,
we made an impulsive decision to take a
celebratory, but premature visit to a tea room. Here
some friendly Americans from Illinois, delighted
that they had identified a house used in the TV

A substantial breakfast and a subdued

sky saw us on our thirteen mile return

stretch to Aysgarth. Again we felt
distinctly more cheerful as we made a
lunchtime purchase in a market place
shop. Hawes, aptly named a pass
between the mountains, is a major
settlement in the Dales, having a
flourishing tourist trade and a sprinkling
of industry. Its cattle and sheep action markets are
legendary while its market charter of l699 marked
the .start of a rise to prominence. After crossing the
old railway bridge, down below was the former
railway station serving as a National Park centre
and the Dales Countryside Museum. A retrospective
look at Hawes highlighted the church's
asymmetrical tower set against a backcloth of
beckoning fells.

Up to Hardraw. where we took a long look at its
mesmerising and much admired waterfall, then
away over Low Abbotside Common to reach

Sedbusk with its welcoming committee of hissing
geese, sedate houses and another Victorian post-
box. Our steps led past barns, farms and other
hamlets. Bainbridge, noted for its hunting horn,
Roman Fort and an ancient military road leading to
Ingleton and the west, seemed very close at hand
across the valley. Likewise, Addlebrough, another
flat-topped hill, is remembered for its Iron Age Fort
and a possible burial spot of an early British chief.
A wonderful tale is told about a giant who lost a
chest of gold on the hill.

We pursued otir way under a metal mill aqueduct
and along a flagged path which took us into the
heart of the compact village of Askrigg, recorded in
the Domesday Book as Asric, Askrigg developed
into the main market centre for Upper Wensleydale,
but a turnpike road constructed in the late
eighteenth centuiy. .sadly diverted trade to Hawes.
In its heyday, there were several flourishing
industries, such as brewing, clock-making and
dyeing. The illustrious painter JMW Turner stayed

here while working in the Dales.

series All Creatures Great and Small, told us they
planned a visit to the Folk Museum in Reeth and
some browsing in local churchyards, looking for
the names of their forebears.

Leaving Askrigg, we progressed down to the river -
the Ure was in a more gentle mood here. Our map
suggested an alternating pattern of well-worn
riverside paths and leisurely stretches on and
alongside a railway trackbed. We found castellated
Nappa Hall, the ancestral home of the mighty
Metcalfe family, pleasing. Through a plantation and
up into Aysgarth village we went and shortly
afterwards our brief but stimulating walk had come
to an abrupt conclusion. Three German girls
staying overnight at the hostel were all poised to
spend a long weekend exploring Wernott Country
in Wensleydale and Swaledale.

We left the following morning under a cheerful
canopy of blue sky, planning to walk in Walden on
our return home. This massive and mellow stoned
edifice was built as a private residence in 1872.
With the coming of the railway in 1878, it was
transformed into a school, later to be utilised as a
sanatorium - Aysgarth has the purest air in
England. In 1950 it was bought by the YHA for
£25,000 and at the present time is on the property
market and is about to close; a victim of the
financial losses suffered by the YHA owing to the
2001 foot and mouth outbreak. What a store of

memories it must hold for many walkers and
others!

John and Pat Burgess

Affordable Housing in the Upper
Dales - How to Buy Haifa House
One of the key issues to face the Yorkshire Dales
National Park in its fiftieth aiuiivetsaiy year is the
fact that popularity of the area is attracting so many
new residents and holiday home owneis that local
people, depejiclent oti modest local wages and
salaries, are being priced out of the housing market,
with disastrous long term economic and social
consequetices for the Dales. Fleur Speakman
reports on an imaginative solution to these problems
now emergi)tg from within the Dales.

On Februaiy' 4th at the Dales Countryside Museum
in Hawes the How to Buy Half a House project
was launched. It was introduced by originator Dr
Peter Annison. of Hawes Rope Works, now
Chairman ol the Joint Initiative, who explained that
his concept ol Shared Equity arose as a possible
answer to insufficient resources from government
j-)odies. He was anxious to test the viability of the
scheme.

This joint initiative for affordable housing in
Wensleydale. Swaledale and Arkengarthdale by the
Upper Wensleydale Community Partnership
(UWCP) and the Two Dales Partnership (2DP), is
supported by Kichmondshire District Council, the
Counliyside Agency, Yorkshire Dales National Park
Authority and the Joseph Rowntree Trust. It is
hoped that the scheme might form a pilot or model
project which could be successfully imitated
elsewhere.

Graham Martin, an independent housing
consultant, made the keynote presentation,
emphasising that there were implications for other
areas of the country as well as the Upper Dales.
Home (ownership was proving too expensive for
local people unless they had financial backing, with
the entry prices at a minimum of £120,000 -
£140.000 and rising fast. There is much concern in
the Dales, and indeed elsewhere, that the
atfordable housing stock is ever diminishing in
rural areas as prices escalate further, and as a
consequence, both young families and businesses
in the Dales are suffering. 73 'Mt of the homes in the
area are under owner occupation, but 27%. or over
a quarter, are either holiday or second homes.
Retirement, holiday and second homes help to
determine prices and can become a problem for
local people and this in turn puts pre.ssure on the
local economy. Some examples were quoted, such
as a major employer in Hawes (the Hawes
Creamery) which has to rely on some employees
making unacceptably Icjng journeys to their work,

while at least two other viable businesses in the

region have had to close simply because they are
unable to attract staff who can afford to live in the

area. Up to 30% of local businesses said they had
difficulty recruiting staff and 25% problems in
attracting qualified staff. 20% had experienced
delays and difficulties in obtaining the ser\4ces of
sub-contractors. Village schools are also under
threat ̂ 'ith diminishing numbers of pupils.

The scheme in outline is as follows. Investors who

wish to place funds in the property market, and
who perhaps have an interest in supporting the
local community, invest money in a scheme to help
people buy suitable existing properties. People
who wish to live and work in the area in effect buy-
part of a house Uhalf a house") and then increase
their fraction incrementally, if they^ so wish.

The Joint Initiative commissioned independent
consultant Graham Martin to conduct a feasibility
study with some encouraging results. It was felt
that there was no shortage of a number of suitable
local properties coming on the market in the Upper
Dales, and the scheme then offered buyers a series
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of "stepping stones" or a potential opportunity into
full ownership.

Home purchasers would be carefully vetted and
would be expected to put down a minimum
deposit ol 5%. Investors would be guaranteed a
minimum interest of at lea.st 3%. indexed linked
and the whole scheme would be seen as a 10 year
investment, with an exit strategy or ability to sell-on
the investment, and a requirement for the borrower
to repay the full value of the investment even if the
property value falls.

Research was conducted with twelve local

households who had expressed interest in
purchasing a home in the Upper Dales, but needed
financial assistance. All the people inteiviewed had
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some splendid colour photos; all this makes these
three volumes excellent value. A variety of
recommended walks in the Yorkshire Dales, the

Lake District, Furness and Teesdale, complete with
some well-drawn maps are a great aid to flower
discovery and recognition. A pity, perhaps, in a
book which gives such high value to consei-vation
values, that there is no indication that several of

these walks are also very accessible by public
transport.

Laurie Fallows, founder member of the Yorkshire
Dales Society and former Council member, has
lived in Windermere for many years and divides his
allegiance between the Yorkshire Dales and the
Lake District National Parks. A former teacher and

schools inspector, Laurie has led guided walks for
fifty years for educational and recreational
organisations. All three books in their very
attractive format are a tribute to the delight, care
and enthusiasm which he brought to the task. The
books fit nicely into a rucksack, but will give much
pleasure during the darker winter days of the floral
glories to come.

Fleur Speaktnan

spring Events 2004
JLIk

Yorkshire Dales

Illu.stration.s from the .serie.s of books "Wild Flowers and where

to find ihem in Northern England" by Laurie Fallow.s:
Foot of page 13. Mossy Saxifrage'(horn volume "Acid
I'plands"); aliove. Bird's Eye Primrose and below. Dalehead
Farm and Pen-y-Ghent (from \ olume "Northern Limestone").

Dales Digest
We are looking for a volunteer to send suitable
cuttings about Dales' issues to Rhona Thornton from
the Darlington and Stockton Times for the Dales
Digest. Please contact Rhona directly at 45, Weetwood
Lane, Leeds, LS16 5NW, if you can help.

. j.".; fyi - ■

•  •

■■ ■■

_  ■ ■ ■

Hjc Yorkshire Dales Society are offering a variety of
events for spri)ig and sitinmer in the Dales,
including a family walk, a farm visit with a nature
trail, a walk round a fascinating Dales village, a
celebration of Yorkshire Day and a tour roimd a
historic landscape garden and woodland. Please
note that several events need pre-booking and
it wotdd help to avoid disappointment, if you
can book as early as possible, many thanks
for your co-operation.

SATURDAY APRIL 17TH DISCOVERING

HACKFAIX WOODS. Patrick James, Director cif the
Landscape Agency consultancy and Corporate YDS
member will introduce members to this historic

landscape garden, and explain how its restoration
is being planned. About a four mile walk, but with
steep or overgrown sections. Meet at the Crown
Inn, Grewelthorpe at 2pm. Customer parking at
inn, or clo.se by. Bus Service 169 1150 from Ripen
Bus Station direct to Grewellhorpe arrives at 12.12
(please check with Traveline on 0870 608 2 608
before your journey; lifts back to Ripon will be
arranged for the return journey.) Please note that a
donation to Hackfall Trust (minimum £1 per
person) is requested on the day.

SATURDAY MAY 8TH YORKSHIRE DALES
SOCIETY AGM AT SEDBERGH METHODIST

CHURCH HALL, NEW STREET.

Come along to hear about our busy year s work
and to elect a new Council of Management. New
Street is off Main Street in the town centre. Start
time is 2pm prompt. Parking is available in Joss
Lane car park close by. Bus 564 from Kendal Bus
Station (1045) and Oxenholme Rail Station (1056) -
please check times on Traveline 0870 608 2 608.

Our AGM will give members an opportunity to
meet Kathy Moore, the dynamic new National
Director ol the Council for National Parks who will
address the Society on the theme of National
Parks: The Voluntary Sector's Role in a
Changing Landscape

SUNDAY MAY 9TH A WALK INTO THE
HOWGILLS - a chance to discover a little of this

magnificent, but less visited, part of the
National Park led by Malcolm Petyt. Distance
about 5 miles, but .some .steep .sections. Please meet
outside Sedhergh Visitor Centre (by Jo.ss Lane car
park) at lOam. It is expected that the wAk will
finish i')etween 12.30 and 1pm. Choice of lunch
venues in .Sedbergh.

SATURDAY MAY 15TH FAMILY WALK TO
CONISTONE DIB. An afterntitin in Upper
Whartedale designed to appeal to our younger
members. Children (of all ages) especially

o come. 1^^\
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welcome. and parents
grandparents are also allowed to
Distance about 3-4 miles, but some uphill
sections — and maybe even a little scrambling.
Led by Jane Ellison-Bates - to end with afternoon
tea in Kilnsey Village Hall. Meet 2pm outside
Kilnsey Village Hall - limited parking for
participants or catch the Dalesbus 805 direct from
Leeds, llkley. Grassington (connections from
Keighley, Sldpton). Detailed times not currently
available but look for Dales Bus timetable leaflet —

or ring 0870 608 2 608.

SATURDAY JTJNE 19TH VISIT TO HAZEL BROW
FARM, TOUR PLUS LECTURE/DISCUSSION &
NATURE TRAIL, £3-50 per person, please book
and send remittance via the YDS office,
cheques made out to the Yorkshire Dales
Society, to reach us not later than Monday June
7th, at the Yorkshire Dales Societ\\ Ci\'ic Centre,
Cross Green. Otley, LS21 IHD. There is a cafe on
the Hazel Brow site. Please meet at 1 pm. Bus no
30 leaves Richmond market place 11.40. arrives at
Low Row near Hazel Brow Farm 12.15. which is

about 100 yard walk from the top of the lane.

SATURDAY JULY lOTH WALK ROUND
HISTORIC HEBDEN LED BY HEATHER

BEAUMONT who will be lecturing to the
Society on her research in April 2005- Please
meet outside the Post Office at 2.45pm for a short
walk lasting about one and half hours. Tea and
biscuits are included at Hebden Village Hall after
the walk . Please book and send £1.50 per head
with a cheque made out to the Yorkshire Dales
Society to the Society's office at the address above
(in the pre\'ious item), by Thursday July 1st.

Advance Notice

SUNDAY AUGUST 1ST YORKSHIRE DAY

PUDDING WALK IN WENSLEYDALE led by
campaigner for all things Yorkshire. Chris Hartley.
There will be a 3 mile walk from Leyburn to
Middleham with a lunch at the White Swan.

Middleham of Roast i^eef. Yorkshire Pudding and
Vegetables costing at £5.95 per head . Vegetarian
option also available. Booking essential - limited
accommodation. We hope to comiiine the v, alk and
lunch with a ride from Leeming Bar on the recently
re-opened Wensleydale Railway. Times, axailability
not known as we go to press, isut full details with
meetings place limes will be sent with your
booking. Cheques should he made out to the
Yorkshire Dales Society, and sent to the Society's
office as above by Monday July 19th at the veiy
latest. The walk is moderate (about 6 miles) and

should end about 4.30pm.
(The spring Wensleydale Railway timetable is
included in this issue.)
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From Cover picture: Dramatic fire Sculpture celebratiug the
Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority's 50lh Aruiveisaiy
2004.

Back Cover picture: Witch andJester on a Tandem, part of the
YDNPA's 50th Annivenary Celebrations. (Voe Witch has
exchanged hei pointed hat for more manageable headgear/)

The ̂'orksl-iire Dales Society acknowledges that hotli
photograplis are reproduced by courtesy of the Yorkshire Dales
National Fark Authority.

Primed by John Mason Printeis. Park Avenue. Skipion.

Published by the Yorkshire Dales Society.

Views expressed in the YDS Review are not necessarily those of
the Yorkshire Dales Society.

A)iy contributions should be sent to the Editois,
Tlye Yorkshire Dales Society. Vje Civic Centre. Cross Green,
Otiey. West Yorkshire LS21 IHD.
Telephone/Answeipho)ie 01943 461938.

Tloe Society is a Registered Chanty No 515384.

Membership Subscription Rates
Single Adult 111. Family/Couple i 15
Single RetiredX9. Retired Couple Jil2.
St 11de/1 t/l hi a -aged i 6.

Change to Direct Debit if you haven't already done so: write or
call the YDS office. Your reminder contains your memheiship
card and details of your mambeiship. Please return the relevant
tear-off slip with your cash payments to the YDS office. Please sign
your Gift Aid form if you haven t already done so.
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