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Long Preston Parish Church

A BRIEF GUIDE TO VISITORS

HISTORY OF 'THE CHURCH
The present church, which was erecied during the Taie 14t
rly 15th century, stands on the site of two carlier_churches,

Suxan church was built there, and the site was utilised again

during Norman times,

“The living was granted by Walter de Amundeville during the
cign of Stephen (1135-1134). and Amundeville bestowed it upon
hurch and Canon of the Priory ad Colloge of St. Cuthbert
wbeshey (Embsay) befure 1153, The Priory at Embeshay was
ved 10 Bolton Priory about 1160, and the Prior and Convent

transt
af Bollon hecame the Patron of the Lving until the Reformation.

Alter_the Reformation the patcon
and Chaptes of Christ Church, Oxfos

Acearding 10 & mianuseript daied 1431, 4 chapel dedicated 10
St Michuel was. erceted. Whittaker believes it was built an the
west end of the tovier, and a oumb s of coloured tiles excavated
around the tower seem 0 supnort b theory about the sie of ik
chapel.

A Chantry. dedicated 10 Our Lady «
in 1445, and fater eadow:d by Rie
endowment was confiscated duri ion,

The cast end of the church vas completcly rebuill in 1869
Gsee the brass plute on tho cust wall behind the altar): in 1908
the west gallery was removed and the Baplisire formed : and in
1924, the morth gallery was taken out and the chureh eescated.

oh Registers. The Marciage Regisiers commence on
July Sth, 1563, nd the registers for Baptisms and Burials in 1584 1
he’entrics for the first 50 vears being i Latin,

Othier documents of imicrest ate a copy of the Tythes from
1303-1774, and the Churchwardens” Account Book for 1703-78.
An'entry fn the Account Book reads

Al entries from 170335 : To Myles Maudsle
ping ve church. solling moss. and whippi
and waking peopl

There are two silver Communion Cups and
o silver Ons of the cups is of paticular locul and
historical £ it s sent 1o Long Preston by Prior Moon, of
Botton Priory, at fhe dme of the Dissalution of the Priory in 1339
Prior Maons Will {provad a1 Yock in 1541 rea

1 give my Chalice o the Chureh in Prestunc, the placs
whore 1 s born and 10 serve.
The chalice hears the marks of slight alierations elfected in 1584,
aftée Archbishap Grindle of York had ordered that all halices
should be made nto Communion Cups,

Brass Plates and Tablets. There are several of these on the.

walls, and they are sell explanatory and easy to read

s exercised by the Dean

was founded
ght, The
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IDE TO THE CHURCH

Tyeh Gate. The entrnce 1 the chunbyard s through the
Iy gate. erecied in 1936 in memory of Sydesham John Ady.
Tay Reader 1o Long Prastan and Wiggleawah,

N gl On the saurh side of fhe chmreh thers i an ald
sun dial, believed o have beea sroclad in memory of those wao
died during the Plague, al-hough Speight sugeests That it refers to
the restoration of the charch affer the Toritim period. Th initials
carved O (lLy MomUMERt ar sery probably 1hoss of the Church:

waxdens ol 1667

The Ponh. The ircfoil eross hove the church poreh is of
Sason origin, and prabably formed part of the original church

Ruili inl tho west wall of the porch s un . memarial sne
discovered during the tebuikding of e chamoel in 166, which may
ommemarate: anc of e cariy Tords of ihe Manor, perhaps. de
Knolle, but which bears 1o idemtifying marks,

lur slonc 3 bulll ino e cixt wall.

gend that (he three srosses nscrbed on the ston:
pasis af the main doorwmy purify a_corpee hefore it enters 1
church : ar they may indicare fie number uf sicps 1o the alrer from
the nave.

Baptistry. “The beautifully-carved stone font is of late Saxan
or garly Nerman origin, and brims the vigoeaz paticm of Sasan
workmanship. Jhe 7ont canopy is of old oak. and carved on it are
e dniliuls of the Churehwardens of 1736, e year it was crevted.
The recarded cost of the €inopy is INicresLr
“ Woad for ve font, £1 15 0d
Lor golng to byit. carriage and expeaces, 8it.
For making it. £2 4. 6"

The Window, a i of Robsrt Morey, represcits * Suffer (hs
e children to come unto mo ” (51, Mark, chaptee 10, vo. 13 and
4) Jeeit 1867 On e south wall a7 wo plagues g+ing deiatls of
varions charitics and 1 lisl of Incumbents of the parish from 1234
0 the present day.

South Afsle. This aisle has in it thres stained glass windows.
The firsl, in memory of Robes. Morley. has o fights depicting
1. Mary Magdskne snd Mure (e mother of James and
Sulome.
2. The Resurreston (St Mark, chapter 16, vv. 1-5] fecit 1837,
The second potrays :
1. The angel with the key zo e boliomless pil {Revetation,
chapeer 20, vv. | & 131
2. The silling af the “Limpest (St Mattbew, chapter &, vo.
26 & 27) lesit 1§76
and was given by the widow and child of 1. J. Porrits, who died at
sca. The third shows Cheist Dlessiag SilCe chidren, ‘acd was Ui
gift of L. M. Robinson. of Long Preston (St Mark, chapter 10,
vv. 116 Tadit 1801

i e

Hamerton Cliapel. This chapel, which wes [ounded and
endowed by Richard 1lamerton, K night, is meationed i the Survey
of Chantrics of 1546
**The Chaubterie of Our Lady and St. Anne in the Parach
of Longe Prestan. OF the fomndation of Richard Haaier
ton Knight). John Fernsyde incumbeat in the sayd
Parysit of Loige Preston i a vicar hal serveth th o
bimself. and hath no assisance but the Chounterie
prest”

Qn the soull yall i 3 window whose 1wo lights Tepresent
1. The finding of Vicses (Exodus, chapter 5, v. 6).
Z The raising of tie Rulers doughuer. iSt. Luke, chapter 8,
. 5¢) feit 1464

The window abave the altar depicts :
J. Toshus, the captain of the Lord of Hours {Joshun, <hapter
5w (4 & 15}
2 An Ancel puarding « child lrom u serpent,
3 . Peier’s deliverance from prison (Acts, chapter 12, vv.
7 & B) fecic 1569,
This window is in memory of Captain James Charles Baird.
‘The trefuil lights epresent Faith, Tlope and Chaity, and like
all the stalaed glass windaws, are by Caprontier, ef Bel

Built imo the low north wall o this chapel is a tombstone
braring 4 Saxon cruss.

“Ihe Soretoarp. Thc cast window, a gift of the parishioners, is
unother of Copromuicr's finc works. I fve lights Toproseat -

I The Cruciision, with St Mary, Jesns’s mother, at the

erase

2. Anangel with  roll of the Law.

5. A scomge. a swmbol of the Laws of Moscs.

4 A palm branch. denoting ow purification ad the peace

of our Saviour's death

Above the lights are emblems of the Tour Gospels, two
wagels, The Agnus Dei. and the offering of Tsac and the Exgles
MDCCCLVITD.

The fioor of the, sanchuary i of Minfon files, which were given
o the chureh by Ihomas Holgat, of Newhouse. The eross was
invorpotated jato tho design (o commemorate (e 1wsking place of
a large. number of skeletons dug up during the restoration of the
chancel

“The original altar was testored in 1860 by Mr, Beecroft, who
ko carved the Iwo angels on its legs, The altac ccoss and. I Tk
fittings for the altar, pulpit and reading desk were a gift trom
Mr. Rahert. Birkhoek, of Anlzy. The commanion rail was  gill
of the parishioners in' 1859,
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O, the south side of the alter, under the asch formed hetween
e Homerion Chapel zmi the sunciusry, is the tomb o the Hamer-
wn_fumly, who resided in Hellifild, which was part of thc
ancient Kedlesiastical Parish of Long Preston, L. it tovered with a
storic slab, which bears the following juscription in Lasin
“ Pray for the souls of Taurcnce Hamerion, and Tsabella
his wite, of Richard his soldier son and Llizabeth his
wife, of the parents aud cir
s chapel or chantry (foundzd o) 145 AD

The word * credo ™ occuts six times o the fnsaription, and at
the base of the siab " credo vitat ¢t  appears.

Thete are five shistds o Ihe tamb

L Hamerton impa'ing Tempest

2. Hamorton impaling Ashicton.
Aamerton mmpaling with Knolle and Archers,
‘home and yuarlarly.
4 Hamerton impaimg Plimpion

5. Hamertan impaling Radeliffe.

Fast of the tomb, in the comer of th south wall of the
sanctuacy, is the Fiscina. (Piscinas were introduced by Pope Lea
in aboot 850 AT, 1o afford a place in the sanctuary where the
sucrcd vessels vould be washed. before and afier Mass)

Orgari. The first negan, wh'eh was installed 5n the church in
1804, cost 60 guinas and would play twenty psalms on tvo
barecls. The first organiat, a Mr. Thomas Akinson, was also the
village blacksmith. Lhe present orean was purchased from Si.
Albuirs Cathedcal in 1368, aud ws erlarged in 1891 by Messos
Deaman aml Sun. It hus suops by the wiell-known organ-builder,
Facher Schid.

Chamcel, A Saxen grave stone, bearing a Saxon oross and
shears, is to be found on the chancel foor between the choir stalls
and ihe organ, Some historians belzve a shear-mark of this kind
indicaies that ihe ytone Morks (he resting place of a womn, but it
may wll be a reference 1o the Lord of the Manor, who made his
living by kesping sheep.

Nave, The roof of the mave is of the King-past pauern, with
the arched brace resting on a corbel, The piflars and capitals date
irom the fiteenth centucy, and the poinicd arches are cypical of
the siyle of this period. ‘Ihe two more rounded arches, nEat (e
chncel slepe, woe probubly liered during the rebuilding in 1360,
The Star-of David a stonemason's mark, can easily be seen on the
arches.

The _intricately-carved Pulpil s a finc cxample ol
toondv-cenlury workmaoship, and was insallcd. together witk the
Lectern, at a cost of £18 in 1721

©igan Cliapel. Th lind window in this chapel is in memory
of Jaues Knowles, the. founder of the Hospital 1 Long. Preston in
1615, 1t cons:sts o twn lights :
1. Visitation o the Angel to Comelius (Acts, chapter 10,v. 4).
2. Casting intd ke treasury SL 1uke, chapter 21, v, 3),
Tlh sccond windos, ia memory of William ond Sorah Hargreaves,
depicts
1. The raising uf Tazarus (SL. Tohn, chapter 11, vv. 43 & 44).
2 The Lord at the graveside of Lazarus (S, Tobn, chiplcr
T1. v, 34) feci K64,
The third windos, 3 gift of Thomas Holgate, of Newhousc, shows :
1. The Adoratian of the Magi (St, Matthew, chapter 3, v. L1).
2 Avperrance of the Angels unic the Shepierds (SI. Luke.
chapler 2, v. 9} fecil 1964,

Nueth-West Vestry Window, The five pieces of stained glass
in this otherwise clear window are very ld, and prohably formed
part of te old casl window in this chuch The shields are ns
follows

curang, v 50 ar,
2. Chequy. o and 0z, o fess gules ; representing the Clifords
ai Siplors
3 A fion rampint, 0z, quartering gules, thr Tucics hauricnt,
argent. This ahieid repressnls he Perey and Lucy families
{TTenry de Peecy martied Maud Lucy abour 1400).
b rzoainiog two picess are of St Mary, o whom this
clusch s cedicaled. and a bishops mitre,

Tawer. The Jowsr part of the Towee is the oldest part of
the church, sod dates feom Normon fimes. 1t ia said to b xolid
apart front (he Saircus up Lo the bt} chamber and 2 small soom.
A stezple wits at sometime buiit on the existing toswer, which was
cemoved in o aboul 1760, wnd the belfry was increased in height
to hold three bells.

Church Rells. Tho church blls boar the fellowing inserip-
tions
 donna 1. Kunwles in 1630, T ester and Pack of London, fecit
1762 : weight 6 ewts.
L aster and Packc of 1 andou, fecit 1762 1 weikht @ cwt,
Mr. Jereh larcison. Viear, Lester and Pack of Londan, fecit
1762 : weight 9§ cwns.

The Chuich Clock, The church clock was madz by Measrs,
William Potts and Sons, of Tsals, wnd installed in 1887, I clock
cost L100. and the rehanging of the. bel's, in the wame year, cost
50, The clock was started hy he Vicar, the Rev. John Edmond
Coulson, M.A', on November 19th, 1857,

of God and has remained
through the centuries a vuse wheecin God ks heem worshipged
by fhe ia’thul of exery generation.





