The Rawlinsons -  farmers of Cartmel and Bell Busk

The Rawlinson family originated in Cartmel, Lancashire, now part of Cumbria. Cartmel Priory has numerous monuments to Rawlinsons, who were resident at nearby Cark Hall in the 18th century. In 1829 a James Rawlinson farmed at Foxfield, Cartmel Fell. There is a definite family link with this farm, as John Rawlinson (father of Margaret) owned the Foxfield estate at his death in 1891. 

John Rawlinson married Ellen Cornthwaite at Cartmel in 1784. She was baptised at Cartmel in 1757, the daughter of John Cornthwaite. The Rawlinsons lived at Greenbank, a farming hamlet just north of Cartmel.  Ellen Rawlinson was widowed by 1841 and lived with her daughter Betty Hunter at Lower Allithwaite. Ellen died in 1852 aged 94. 
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Rowland Rawlinson was born in 1787 at Greenbank and was baptised at Cartmel on 1 January 1788. He married Elizabeth Whinnerah in 1817. She was born around 1792 and died in 1849 at Mire Side, Flookburgh, Lower Holker, Cartmel. Rowland died a farmer in 1851 at the same address.

Children

1. John Rawlinson, born 1821 in Cartmel. (see below)
2. Margaret Rawlinson, born 1823 in Cartmel. In 1853 she married John Butler, a farmer of Winder Hall (where her sister-in-law Jane Clark’s family had farmed). Margaret died a widow in Ulverston in 1901. They had about four children, including Mary Jane Butler (born 1862 in Lancaster) who eventually lived in Ulverston with her mother after a life in service. A few months after her mother’s death in 1901 Mary Jane Butler married her cousin Harold Rawlinson (see below) and died in 1927. 
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As a farmer from Seatle, John Rawlinson married Jane Clark of Barber Green at Cartmel in 1842. Jane was born in 1821 at Tarn Green, the daughter of Francis and Margaret Clark. They farmed 320 acres at Bell Busk House in 1881. At the time of his death in 1892 in Long Preston, he owned an estate called Foxfield on Cartmel Fell and several farms at Bell Busk. He was buried at Coniston Cold. His widow Jane died in 1897 at Long Preston. 

Children
1. Rowland Rawlinson (1842-1920) was born at Cartmel. He was a very wealthy woollen manufacturer living at Rough Lee, Cowpe, Haslingden, in 1881, and then lived at Warth House, Waterfoot, Rossendale to around 1891. The firm was called Rowland Rawlinson Ltd, felt, baize and woollen manufacturers of Myrtle Grove Mill, Waterfoot, Rossendale, with other factories in Brazil. The family lived in Layton with Warbreck near Blackpool by 1891 and in 1901, and at Horncliffe House, Rawtenstall, in 1911. Rowland and his wife Eliza had eight children (Adeline, Everilda, Hermann, Neville, Ida, Orella, Uzita and Ernald – who played cricket for Giggleswick School in 1911) born between 1881 and 1894.
2. Frances Rawlinson (1844-45) was born in Settle RD, probably Bell Busk, but died aged about six months.
3. Margaret Rawlinson (1846-1926) was born at Bell Busk and died in Bradford. She married William Metcalfe (see this family).
4. William Whinnerah Rawlinson (1847-1910) was born at Coniston Cold. His first marriage was to Ellen Slater and he farmed 792 acres at Root Farm, Bowland Forest and at Pendleton Hall, Clitheroe . Children born between 1879 and 1891 were John, Fanny, Sarah, Frank, William and Ellen. Ellen (mother) died in 1897, but William remarried and had two more children, Amy and Hilda. William was living on his own means in Upper Holker at his death. John’s son, F/Sgt Neville Ayrton Rawlinson, was a gunner in a Lancaster bomber shot down over Aachen in 1944
5. Frank Rawlinson (1850-1922) was born in Otterburn, married Grace Pickup. Frank was the manager of a woollen mill and lived at Whitewell Terrace, Newchurch, where all their children were born. He lived in Bacup Road, Waterfoot, Rawtenstall in 1901 and 1911. Children born between 1871 and 1892 were Jane, Alice, Rowland, Harry, Maggie, Nellie, Owen, Roger and Mary. Roger’s children included Roger, the Rev Rowland, Barbara, the Rev Curwen and Patricia, a BOAC airstewardess killed in a BOAC Comet crash in the Indian Ocean off Calcutta in 1953.

6. Owen Rawlinson, born 1852 in Otterburn and was working on his father’s farm at Bell Busk House in 1881. He married Priscilla Todd and took over the farm, employing James Hebden Metcalfe there in 1901. Owen died in 1917 at Bell Busk. Their son William was born around 1891

7. Betsy Rawlinson, born 1853 in Coniston Cold, married William Hargreaves, a farm bailiff, and lived in Newton, Clitheroe, later farming in Sawley. Their children included Harold, Annie and Maggie. Betsy died in 1921

8. Fanny Rawlinson, born 1858 at Bell Busk. By 1901 she was living on her own means in Long Preston, and she died in 1940 in Harrogate.

9. Harold Rawlinson, born 1865 at Bell Busk. He lived at Newchurch with his brother Frank’s family, working as a book-keeper at a woollen mill, and later had the same job in Rawtenstall. He married his cousin Mary Jane Butler in 1931.

