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R a, ] 17th ilarch, 1541,  SW.
. I o...Raloh i 5
: Chairman, 4 | !
' Jettle Savings fouittee,
2, High Hill}Grove,
Settle, !
vorks.
. Dear :ir. Ralvh,
) I send you my personal thanks and those

of the INational Savings Committee for the most

valuable workjwhich you did in connecticn with the

Settle War eapons Week. I know how exacting

the organisation of these special efforts is and

how great the burden which it places on the Chairaan.
~he great success of the Week must be a

source of gratification to you. 'Will vou be good

enough to convey our warm appreglat;m}ﬂffall phos?

who were concerned in the cr;anlsatlg; of the veek?

7

/
Yours sincerelx,/ ;

President.
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P. M. Ralph Esq., 18th July 1940.
Chairman,

Settle Local Savings Committee,

2, High Ville Grove,

Settle, Yorkshire.

Dear Sir,
I have learned with pleasure that you

have kindly consented to act as Chairman
of the Settle Savings Committee.

Wie are most grateful for your assistance
and ask you to accept our warmest thanks for
your co-operation in the work of the National

Savings lovement, which is particularly

valuable at a time when the liovement has been

asked to undertake duties of vital national
importance.

With sincere thanks for your interest in

the War Savings Campaign.

Yours sincerely,
Gl o

Commissioner
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Dear lir. Ralph,

I send you my personal thanks and those
of the National Savings Committee for the most
valuable workjwhich you did in connection with the
Settle War Weapons Week. I know how ‘exacting
the organisation of these special efforts is and
how great the burden which it places on the Chairman,

The great success of the Week must be a
source of gratification to you. 3 you be good
enough to convey our warm appreciati n/ﬂ‘$ £
who were concerned in the organisation of X

Yours sincerely I A@

—
President. e
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Settle’s citizens raised vast sums

UR appeal, on behalf of a
:ader, for information about
sttle Warship and Wings
’ecks has produced results.

A reader’s claim that Settle
1d raised tens of thousands of
bunds in a week had been met
ith scepticism by acquain-
nces.,

One reader from Lancaster
nds details of two clippings
om her scrap book from the

a.
One reads: “Our picture
ves a general view of the
:ene at the Shambles on
aturday when an expectant
‘owd awaited the formal
sening of Settle Rural District

’ar Weapons Week. The week’s

rget  was  £60,000 but
71,000 was marked on the
dicator before the opening by
ir William Prince-Sinith,
art, Keighley, who visited
2tle specinf]y for the
:casion. A Messerschmirt
en on the left looks very
own’ don’t you think?”
A second cutting of the same
rent is dated March 3 1941,
Another reader gave a date
1942 which allowed us to
»me in on our files.
There, in February 1942,
as the evidence. It was
Tarships Week when Settle was
rgeted to raise £120,000 in
itional savings to pay for a
yrvette.  Settle  eventually
ached £195,672, which was
little less than the previous
.ar’s War Weapons Week,
hen the township had raxs.ed
206,000 - and thus explain-
g the readers’ cutting.
So it seems that our reader
ho made the original inquiry
«d got his facts wrong — but
ther than over-estimating the

response, he had under-
eati the achiev:
And Setde had raised such an
Incredible sum not once, but
twice,

It was not alone, Skipton's
Warships week hoped to raise
£210,000 to pay for the hull of

a destroyer, 10 be called Vesper. .

In fact Skipton went on 1o raise
£492,887.

Given inflation in the infer-
vening years, it puts rtoday’s
fund raising for Children in
Need and Red Nos¢ Day into
perspective.

Another reader, Helen Reid
also contacted us. Her husband
John’s grandfather was a grocer
in Settle and also chairman of
Warships Week.

She also believes that War

Weapons and Warship Weeks
were followed by Wings for
Victory week in 1943. Mrs
Reid explained that a video was
produced in 1995 by Craven
Arts and Yorkshire Film
Archives. Entitled Craven, The
War Years, it was aired in local
village halls as it contained bits
about the Warships Week.

According to that £223,000
was raised.

The film is available to buy
and Mrs Reid got her copy
from WH Smith. It is thought
there might be other memora-
bilia floating around also.

Another to help us was Chris
Ellis - and he also gave some
other intriguing information
about Settle’s fundraising
pedigree. Mr Ellis was sent a

fr the

war effort

i

\ s ;NN
cutting from the Holderness
Gazette, which runs a “from
the archives” style column
similar to our own.

The clipping refers to the
launch of a new lifeboat at
Hornsea provided by the
people of Settle in May 1875,
The lifeboat was named
“Bleanor and Margaret of
Settle” after the mother and
sister of the fundraiser’s organ-
iser, a Christopher Brown.

The clipping records that
before launching at Hornsea it
was taken by train to Settle
where it was put on carts and,
preceded by a band, taken to
the town square where those
who had raised the funds could
inspect the fruits of their
labours.
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Pte W. Hartley.

The sad news has been received by Mr. Waiter
Hartley, that his esteemed son, Pre, Walter Hart-
ley, 22, of the West Ridings, had died of
wounds received in action. Pte. Hartley joined
up in September, 1914, with the local Territorials,
and was servant to Col. Birkbeck, in whose service
be was prior to the War, and wentto France in
April, 1915. A letter from the Cheplain states
Pte. Hartley was broughtto a Clearing Station
with a severe wound in the head, and was nocon-

We repreduce a phato-
graph eof Pte. Wheeler
Harold Hedgson, of the
Australian Army ‘Service
€orps, a native of Settle,
who, as reported last
week, died from pneu-
monia while at Fovant
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